VETERANS CORNER

"Aid and Attendance” Benefit

Aid and Attendance is a special monthly pension benefit available to
wartime veterans and surviving spouses of deceased wartime veterans
who have in-home care or who live in nursing-homes or assisted-living
facilities. The basic criteria for the Aid and Attendance benefit include
the inability to feed oneself, to dress and undress without assistance,
or to take care of one’s own bodily needs. People who are bedridden
or need help to adjust special prosthetic or orthopedic devices may
also be eligible, as well as those who have a physical or mental injury
or illness that requires regular assistance to protect them from hazards
or dangers in their daily environment.

For a wartime veteran or surviving spouse to qualify for this special
monthly pension, the veteran must have served at least 90 days of
active military service, one day of which was during a period of war,
and be discharged under conditions other than dishonorable. Wartime
veterans who entered active duty on or after September 8, 1980,
(October 16, 1981, for officers) must have completed at least 24
continuous months of military service or the period for which they
were ordered to active duty.

If all requirements are met, VA determines eligibility for the Aid and
Attendance benefit by adjusting for un-reimbursed medical expenses
from the veteran’s or surviving spouse’s total household income. If
the remaining income amount falls below the annual income threshold
for the Aid and Attendance benefit, VA pays the difference between the
claimant’s household income and the Aid and Attendance threshold.
Many elderly veterans and surviving spouses whose incomes are above
the congressionally mandated legal limit for a VA pension may still be
eligible for the special monthly Aid and Attendance benefit if they have
large medical expenses, including nursing home expenses, for which
they do not receive reimbursement.

The Kings County Veterans Service Office issues Veteran I.D. cards to
honorably discharged veterans. Contact Joe Wright if you would like to
receive periodic veteran’s information by email. There are many state
and federal benefits and programs available to veterans and their
dependents. To find out if you are eligible for any of these benefits,
visit or call our office. We can and will assist you in completing all



required application forms. You can get information on the Web from
the Kings County Veterans Service Office webpage at
www.countyofkings.com.

Joe Wright, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the Veterans
Service Officer for Kings County. Send your questions to the Veterans
Service Office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, CA 93230, call 852-
2669; or e-mail joe.wright@co.kings.ca.us.
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