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VII.  TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT 
  
 
This section discusses strategies to increase roadway capacity without relying on major construction 
improvements. 
 
A.  Transportation System Management 
 
Transportation System Management (TSM) provides for short-range transportation strategies 
designed to improve the movement of people, goods and the operational efficiency of the existing 
transportation system at minimal cost. The TSM strategies that are currently implemented in the 
cities within Kings County on an on-going basis include traffic signal synchronization, provision of 
left-turn, parking and access management, and similar traffic engineering treatments that maximize 
the use of existing streets and roads without major construction. Traffic Signal Synchronization 
coordinating traffic signals (more than one) that are within a close proximity in order to enhance 
vehicular progression on roadways, minimize delay and continual starts/stops.  These improvements 
have increased the overall capacity of the highway system in Kings County without the provision of 
major capital expenditures. 
 
B.  Transportation Demand Management 
 
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) consists of managing behavior regarding how, when and 
where people travel. TDM strategies are designed to reduce vehicular trips during peak hours by 
shifting trips to other modes of transportation and reduce trips by providing jobs and housing 
balance. TDMs are specifically targeted at the work force that generates the majority of peak hour 
traffic. Kings County participates in the Central Valley Ridesharing outreach program, which is 
designed to educate employers and employees toward the benefits of TDMs. Some of the TDM 
strategies include the following techniques:  
 

• Rideshare programs;  
• Transit usage;  
• Flex hours;  
• Vanpools;  
• Bicycling & walking;  
• Telecommuting; and  
• Mixed land uses.  

 
Through education, TDM strategies can be implemented and utilized in the circulation system. 
However, in order to change peoples traveling habits, employers must suggest transportation 
alternatives such as encouraging employees to reduce single occupant  vehicle trips.  
 
C.  Applicable Regions 
 
In Kings County, the areas with the most severe traffic congestion and which are potential candidates 
for TDM strategies include the cities of Hanford and Lemoore. The City of Hanford, with an estimated 
2008 population of 51,965, has the highest peak hour congestion in the County. The City of Lemoore 
has an estimated 2008 population of 24,502. Trips generated between industries and employment in 
Hanford and Lemoore contribute to the congestion on the State Route 198 and the Lacey Boulevard 
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and Grangeville Boulevard corridors during peak hours. The City of Corcoran, with an estimated 2008 
population of approximately 26,047 individuals, comprised of 12,914 residents and 13,133 state prison 
inmates, is also beginning to show signs of congestion on portions of State Route 43 as well as other 
principle streets.  The City of Avenal has an estimated 2008 population of 16,609, consisting of 9,039 
residents and 7,570 state prison inmates.  These regions in the county have the highest potential to 
experience severe traffic congestion and are prime candidates to utilize TDM strategies. KCAG 
currently encourages these cities to study TDM strategies and take advantage of available programs to 
implement such strategies in their communities.  
 
D.  Strategies 
 
A valuable TDM resource is available to the county and cities. KCAG actively educates and encourages 
employers to inform their employees about alternatives for transportation. KCAG provides its member 
agency with TDM programs such as the Central Valley Rideshare outreach program, which matches 
compatible commuters. As a tool to reduce congestion and environmental improvements the 
SJVAPCD, KCAG, and local agencies endorse TDM strategies. Employers are encouraged to endorse 
the following TDM strategies:  
 

• Economic incentives;  
• Regulatory parking spaces; locker rooms and showers (for pedestrians and bikers);  
• Satellite work stations;  
• Institute flexible work hours;  
• Subsidize transit cost;  
• Award extra times off; and 
• Join a Transportation Management Agency (TMA) 
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VIII.  CIRCULATION POLICIES  
 

 
The Circulation Element establishes central goals, objectives and policies to guide the circulation 
system, network and improvements throughout Kings County through 2035.  These goals, objectives 
and policies are drawn from and consistent with other General Plan Elements, the four 
unincorporated Community Plans, and the KCAG Regional Transportation Plan.  
 
A.  Countywide Circulation 
 

C GOAL A1  Provide a coordinated countywide circulation system with a 
variety of safe and efficient transportation alternatives and 
modes that interconnect cities, community districts, adult 
education facilities, and adjoining cities in neighboring 
counties, and meets the growing needs of residents, visitors 
and businesses.  

 
C OBJECTIVE A1.1  
Continue to facilitate County participation in regional transportation 
planning activities to enhance coordinated transportation investments that 
foster sustainable community growth. 
 
C Policy A1.1.1:  Participate and coordinate with the Kings County Association 

of Governments in working diligently towards compatible 
land use growth plans and transportation improvement plans. 

 
C Policy A1.1.2:  Use Kings County Association of Governments’ meetings and 

forums to explore and develop coordinated alternative 
transportation solutions and approaches to address the 
growing needs of the region. 

 
C Policy A1.1.3:  Integrate Kings County Association of Governments 

participation in all County projects involving consultation 
with the California Department of Transportation. 

 
C Policy A1.1.4:  Consider public safety, retention and maintenance of the 

existing County transportation system, and system efficiency 
as guiding criteria in evaluating County transportation 
improvement project priorities. 

 
C Policy A1.1.5:  Plan and develop public and private transportation facilities 

consistent with the overall growth and development policies 
of the Kings County General Plan. 
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C Policy A1.1.6:  Work closely with Caltrans, Kings County Association of 
Governments, and the City of Hanford to develop an 
alternative design for the 13th Avenue and State Route 198 
interchange to enhance traffic safety and accommodate future 
growth demands. 

 
C Policy A1.1.7:  Support the enhancement of transportation connectivity to 

community colleges, universities, vocational schools, and 
other adult education services. 

 
C OBJECTIVE A1.2  
Improve the quality of life of residents through Transportation projects that 
enhance environmental benefits related to air quality, energy use, noise, 
and land use. 
 
C Policy A1.2.1:  Coordinate land use planning with planned transportation 

facilities to make efficient use of the transportation system 
and reduce total vehicle miles traveled, vehicle emissions, and 
energy use through improved accessibility to schools, job 
centers, and commercial services. 

 
C Policy A1.2.2:  Establish a roadway plan to preserve and accept right-of-way 

dedications along the 13th Avenue and State Route 198 
interchange. 

 
C Policy A1.2.3:  Establish transportation related development impact fees in 

coordination with the City of Hanford to create a funding 
mechanism for construction of the alternative 13th 
Avenue/State Route 198 interchange design. 

 
C Policy A1.2.4:  Evaluate the Grangeville Boulevard and State Route 41 

interchange to determine future roadway plan needs and 
allow for earliest preservation of right-of-way. 

 
C Policy A1.2.5:  Purchase, where feasible, hybrid gasoline/electric or electric 

cars and trucks for the County fleet. 
 

C OBJECTIVE A1.3  
Maintain an adequate Level of Service operation for County roadways and 
ensure proper maintenance occurs along critical routes for emergency 
response vehicles. 
 
C Policy A1.3.1:  Maintain and manage County roadway systems to maintain a 

minimum Level of Service Standard “D” or better on all major 
roadways and arterial intersections. 
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C Policy A1.3.2:  Require proposed developments that have the potential to 
generate 100 peak hour trips or more to conduct a traffic 
impact study that follows the most recent methodology 
outlined in Caltrans Guide to the Preparation of Traffic 
Impact Studies. 

 
C Policy A1.3.3:  Implement traffic operational improvements such as road 

widening, signals, and lanes to maximize service and 
efficiency. 

 
C Policy A1.3.4:  Prioritize roadway improvement projects for funding where 

deficiencies are identified along critical emergency service 
routes. 

 
C Policy A1.3.5:  Require new development to pay its fair share of costs for 

street and traffic improvements based on traffic generated 
and its impact to traffic levels of service. 

 
C Policy A1.3.6:  Require dedication of right of way to county standards for all 

new development projects. 
 
C Policy A1.3.7:  Require new development to respect existing precise plan 

lines or ultimate right of way lines dedication of right of way 
as a condition of development approval. 

 
B.  Community Districts 
 

C GOAL B1  Develop Community street design, centralized 
transportation options, and pedestrian walkability in each 
community plan and foster increased efficient mobility of 
residents to and from job centers, educational facilities, and 
services that meet their daily needs.  

 
C OBJECTIVE B1.1  
Establish community oriented street design and grid layout system that 
enhances the circulation of existing Community District residential and 
commercial areas, and areas of future growth. 
 
C Policy B1.1.1:  Adopt Community Downtown Street and Parking Design 

Standards into the Zoning Ordinance that incorporates Street 
Type features as described in the Community Plans. 

 
C OBJECTIVE B1.2  
Enhance pedestrian/bicycle access and safety through traffic calming street 
design measures and bicycle rack integration into new commercial 
structures. 
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C Policy B1.2.1:  Adopt traffic calming street design standards into the 
County’s “Improvement Standards” to make available 
“Pedestrian Friendly” street design alternatives along 
Community District streets. 

 
 C Policy B1.2.2:  Seek “Safe Routes to School” funding to implement traffic 

calming features at key intersections that Elementary School 
children use during the school year to reduce traffic speeds 
and increases safety. 

 
C Policy B1.2.3:  Integrate pedestrian infrastructure that includes sidewalks, 

tree lined streets, and traffic calming crossings to balance 
both car and people use of neighborhood streets in new mixed 
use development. 

C OBJECTIVE B1.3  
Ensure sufficient traffic levels of service are maintained as growth and 
development occurs within the County’s Community Districts which serve to 
accommodate future urban growth within the unincorporated areas of the 
County. 
 
C Policy B1.3.1:  New development shall make circulation system 

improvements or pay its fair share to ensure maintenance of 
acceptable levels of service. 

 
C Policy B1.3.2:  New development within Community Districts is required to 

provide right-of-way improvements consistent with the 
relative Community Plan. 

 
C.  Regional Transportation System 
 

C GOAL C1  Integrate through the County’s regional transportation 
system, an efficient and coordinated goods and people 
moving network of Highways, Railroads, Public Transit, 
and Non-Motorized options that reduce overall fuel 
consumption and associated air emissions.  

 
C OBJECTIVE C1.1  
Maintain, upgrade and complete a regional system of Highways and Streets 
throughout the County that is convenient, safe, cost effective and efficient, 
and continues to meet the needs of highway users. 
 
C Policy C1.1.1:  Participate in Kings County Association of Governments 

Technical Advisory Committee meetings to assist in 
identifying highway segments needing repair, improvements 
or reconstruction upgrades. 
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C Policy C1.1.2:  Work with Caltrans to obtain right-of-way dedications at 
designated interchanges needing improvements on the 
Highway system. 

 
C Policy C1.1.3:  Improve County maintained streets of regional significance to 

promote safe operation of vehicular traffic, especially during 
times of heavy winter fog, frost, and wet weather. 

 
C Policy C1.1.4:  Maintain regional County roadway surfaces and drainage 

along critical interconnecting routes between Cities, 
Communities, and outlying Cities in neighboring Counties. 

 
C OBJECTIVE C1.2  
Ensure the continued operational effectiveness of rail lines throughout the 
County, and ensure the preservation of rail right-of-way for future 
transportation alternative use. 
 
C Policy C1.2.1:  Support continued operations of Amtrak, the San Joaquin 

Valley Railroad and Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad. 
 
C Policy C1.2.2:  Preserve the east/west railroad corridor of the San Joaquin 

Valley Railroad for possible future use in alternative 
transportation options. 

 
C Policy C1.2.3:  Support Cross Valley Rail Corridor planning efforts to 

consider long term provision of freight and passenger rail 
service. 

 
C Policy C1.2.4:  Coordinate with the California High Speed Rail Authority and 

Caltrans if a high speed rail corridor is to be established 
within the County, and plan for the establishment of  
transportation linkages to the nearest High Speed Rail 
Station. 

 
C OBJECTIVE C1.3  
Promote Public Transit and vanpooling within the County urbanized areas 
to increase ridership and decrease traffic demand on County roadways. 
 
C Policy C1.3.1:  Coordinate with Caltrans, Kings Area Rural Transit, and 

Corcoran Area Transit to plan for convenient publicly 
accessible public transit stops and park & ride sites. 

 
C Policy C1.3.2:  Centralize new development near public transit stops within 

Community Districts as identified in each respective 
Community Plan. 
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C Policy C1.3.3:  Encourage and support the enhancement and marketing of 
transit and vanpool services as a viable transportation 
alternative and transportation control measure to improve air 
quality. 

 
C Policy C1.3.4:  Coordinate transit route and stops with other transportation 

modes as defined in each Community Plan. 
 
C OBJECTIVE C1.4  
Integrate Non-Motorized transportation system alternatives into the layout 
of Community District plans to promote bicycling and walking as 
alternatives to the automobile, and interconnect those routes where 
practical into larger regional efforts with Cities. 
 
C Policy C1.4.1:  Identify and plan for pedestrian and bicycle pathways in 

strategic locations within Community Districts to connect 
residents to commercial businesses, community gathering 
places and educational facilities. 

 
C Policy C1.4.2:  Coordinate Community District bicycle and trail system 

planning with adjacent City non-motorized trail systems that 
will enhance the interconnectedness of residents to retail 
services and educational facilities. 

 
C Policy C1.4.3:  Integrate the Community Plan established bikeway routes into 

the Kings County Association of Government’s Regional 
Bicycle Plan. 

 
D.  Aviation 
 

C GOAL D1  Continue to meet the needs of the County and of our 
Nation’s defense, with coordinated land use, environmental 
and safety hazard considerations taken into account to 
ensure long term operational effectiveness of Airports and 
military aircraft installations.  

 
C OBJECTIVE D1.1  
Ensure compatible land uses surround existing airports and the naval airbase 
military installation. 
 
C Policy D1.1.1:  Require new development and land improvements to remain 

consistent with Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans. 
 
C Policy D1.1.2:  Participate in the development of a Joint Land Use Study with 

the Naval Air Station Lemoore. 
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C Policy D1.1.3:  Protect the continued uninterrupted operation of the Naval 
Air Station Lemoore through land use regulations and 
aviation easements. 

 
C Policy D1.1.4:  Develop noise abatement procedures around local airports, 

the naval air base, and military flight paths to reduce chances 
of land use conflict. 

 
C Policy D1.1.5:  Allow the continuance of agricultural airstrips to service 

commercial agricultural operations throughout the County.  
 


