












Resource Conservation Element 
 

 

COUNTY OF KINGS 
2035 

GENERAL PLAN 

  
Page RC - 35 

 

Tensions between homesteaders and the railroad intensified with farmers refusing to leave their land.  
On May 11, 1880, the tragedy occurred when a group of lightly armed homesteaders attempted to 
deter a U.S.  Marshal and two heavily armed new property owners from evicting farmers from their 
properties.  The confrontation quickly intensified into one of the deadliest shootouts of the “American 
West,” culminating in the death of five homesteaders and the two legal property owners.    
 
           Figure RC- 24 Kings County Historical Sites 
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Protection of Significant Cultural and Historic Resources 
 
Despite increasing interest in history on the part of the general public in recent years, the preservation 
of sites of historical or archaeological significance can be difficult to achieve.  Some sites disappear 
through neglect, while others are either intentionally or unintentionally razed.  Much of the work of 
finding and preserving the history of Kings County is being accomplished through the cooperative 
efforts of private individuals and groups with an interest in the County’s history.  The County will 
continue to identify potential archaeological and historical resources and assure their protection 
through land development application review, compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), and by referral to the County’s Museum Advisory Committee for review and comment.  
Where feasible, the rehabilitation or adaptive reuse of historic sites and structures will be considered. 
 
Senate Bill 18, adopted by the State in 2004, requires cities and counties to notify and be available to 
consult with California Native American Tribes when adopting or amending general and specific 
plans, or when designating land as open space.  The purpose of consultation is to engage in tribal/local 
government discussions to facilitate greater protection to cultural resources, artifacts and remains that 
are held sacred to local Native American Tribes.  As Native American Tribes existed throughout the 
region for at least a thousand years prior to the existence of western frontier expansion and 
settlements, the potential for conflict with cultural resources remains a reality as growth and 
development continues.  Under the provisions of Senate Bill 18, tribal representatives can engage local 
government representatives in a confidential process that is focused on protection of cultural 
resources and separate from the CEQA process.  It broadens the focus from the protection and 
preservation of archaeological sites and artifacts to also include protection of traditional tribal cultural 
places on public and private lands, for both federally and non-federally recognized tribes.   
 
The California State Native American Heritage Commission advises local governments on how to 
implement the law and identifies “California Native American Tribes” in the area that must be 
consulted.  Through consultation with local native American tribes, the County incorporated specific 
goals, objectives, and policies in this element to ensure the 2035 Kings County General Plan lends 
proper consideration to cultural resource concerns of local tribes.  The Tachi Yokut Tribe of the Santa 
Rosa Rancheria provided policy recommendations that are incorporated into this element.  Cultural 
resource policies integrate provisions that require early notification to local tribal representatives 
whenever cultural resource, artifact or remain are discovered.  This will ensure that local tribes are 
afforded the earliest opportunity to treat any cultural discovery with proper dignity and respect as 
defined by local tribal customs and practices. 
 
J. Solid Waste Management, Source Reduction, and Recycling 

Source reduction decreases the amount of materials or energy used during the manufacturing or 
distribution of products and packages.  Source reduction plays a vital role in solid waste management 
since it stops waste before it is created.  Recycling on the other hand, is collecting already used 
materials and making them into another product.  Recycling of solid waste begins when the usefulness 
of the product has run its course, while source reduction occurs in the design stages of a product and 
attempts to reduce product waste.  As population in the San Joaquin Valley, and Kings County in 
particular, continues to increase so does the waste stream that will ultimately require additional 
disposal capacity that is necessary to accommodate future growth. 
 
The Kings Waste and Recycling Authority (KWRA) manages the materials recovery facility located 
east of State Route 43, just south of Hanford Armona Road.  The KWRA facility continues to 
implement efforts to recycle and re-use material to divert waste from entering the landfills.  The 
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KWRA serves all County unincorporated areas, and the Cities of Corcoran, Hanford and Lemoore.  
Municipal waste generated in these areas are first directed to the KWRA facility and then transferred 
to the Chemical Waste Management, Inc.  Kettleman Hills Facility which operates both municipal 
waste and hazardous waste landfills at their site located west of Interstate 5 along State Route 41.  The 
Avenal Landfill serves the City of Avenal.  Existing waste site locations are identified on Table LU-1 
and shown on Figure LU-6 in the Land Use Element of the General Plan.  See Figure RC – 25. 
 
Policies pertaining to solid waste, source reduction, and recycling are identified in the Source 
Reduction and Recycling Element (SRRE) and the Household Hazardous Waste Element (HHWE) of 
the Kings County Integrated Waste Management Plan, and are made a part of this Resource 
Conservation Element by reference. 
 
    Figure RC- 25 Kings County Waste Sites 
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III. RESOURCE CONSERVATION POLICIES 
  
 
 
A. Water Resources 
 

RC GOAL A1  Beneficially use, efficiently manage, and protect water 
resources while developing strategies to capture additional 
water sources that may become available to ensure long-
term sustainable water supplies for the region. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE A1.1  
Maintain and Protect Existing Water Supplies. 
 
RC Policy A1.1.1:  Cooperate with water purveyors and water management 

agencies to manage groundwater resources within the County 
to assure an adequate, safe and reliable groundwater supply 
for existing and future water users. 

 
RC Policy A1.1.2:  Review new discretionary development proposals, including 

new or expanded uses within agricultural zone districts, to 
ensure that there are adequate water supplies to 
accommodate such uses.  Projects should provide evidence of 
adequate and sustainable water availability prior to approval 
of a tentative map or other land use approval. 

 
RC Policy A1.1.3:  Discourage the net export of groundwater and surface water 

resources currently allocated to water users within Kings 
County. 

 
RC Policy A1.1.4:  Work cooperatively with state and federal land managers to 

coordinate watershed management on public land. 
 
RC Policy A1.1.5:  Encourage and support regional groundwater management 

strategies such as an Integrated Regional Water Management 
Plan. 

 
RC Policy A1.1.6:  Support expansion of joint management of surface water and 

groundwater supplies that contributes to the protection, 
reliability and sustainability of local and regional water 
supplies. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE A1.2  
Conserve and reuse water to provide for the efficient use of water resources. 
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RC Policy A1.2.1:  Encourage and support the development of educational 
programs by water purveyors and public agencies, in order to 
increase public awareness of water conservation 
opportunities and the potential benefits of implementing 
water-saving measures and programs. 

 
RC Policy A1.2.2:  Require the use of low water consuming, drought-tolerant and 

native landscaping and other water conserving techniques, 
such as mulching, drip irrigation and moisture sensors, for 
new development. 

 
RC Policy A1.2.3:  Continue to support efforts and educational programs 

intended to reduce water consumption on agricultural lands 
and enhance groundwater recharge. 

 
RC Policy A1.2.4:  Encourage and support the development of recycled water 

systems in Kings County. 
 
RC Policy A1.2.5:  Encourage and support the safe use of gray water for 

landscaping, agriculture, recreation and open space areas. 
 
RC Policy A1.2.6:  Future development shall incorporate Low Impact 

Development(LID) principles to minimize long-term 
stormwater runoff. Such principles shall include: 
• Permeable paving, such as pavers, porous concrete, or 

pathway comprised of decomposed granite that is 
effective in stormwater infiltration to help prevent excess 
runoff.  

• Use of “urban bio-swales” to redirect stormwater into 
planter strips, rather than capturing runoff in pipes and 
diverting it to a remote location.  

• Use of water efficient irrigation (e.g., drip irrigation 
system) to water trees, shrub beds, and areas of 
groundcover to eliminate evaporation losses and 
minimize runoff.  

• Use of Predominately (75 percent) native plants and 
drought-tolerant landscaping wherever possible. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE A1.3  
Secure additional water supply sources to meet current and future water 
demand. 
 
RC Policy A1.3.1:  Participate with and encourage all state, regional and local 

efforts to develop new or expanded water supplies that may 
serve Kings County. 
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RC Policy A1.3.2:  Evaluate new urban development for compliance to SB610 

and SB221 to ensure that adequate water supply sources and 
facilities are available to accommodate the new demand that 
would be created by such development. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE A1.4  
Protect the quality of surface water and groundwater resources in 
accordance with applicable federal, state and regional requirements and 
regulations. 
 
RC Policy A1.4.1:  Evaluate proposed land uses and development projects for 

their potential to create surface and groundwater 
contamination from point and non-point sources.  Confer 
with other appropriate agencies, as necessary, to assure 
adequate water quality review to prevent soil erosion; direct 
discharge of potentially harmful substances; ground leaching 
from storage of raw materials, petroleum products or waste; 
floating debris; and runoff from the site. 

 
RC Policy A1.4.2:  Monitor and enforce provisions to control water pollution 

contained in the U.S.  EPA National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) program as implemented by the 
California Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley 
Region. 

 
RC Policy A1.4.3:  Require the use of feasible and cost-effective Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) and other measures designed 
to protect surface water and groundwater from the adverse 
effects of construction activities and urban and agricultural 
runoff in coordination with the California Water Quality 
Control Board, Central Valley Region. 

 
RC Policy A1.4.4:  Encourage and support the identification of degraded surface 

water and groundwater resources and promote restoration 
where appropriate. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE A1.5  
Avoid the placement of potential pollution sources in areas that have the 
potential to foster groundwater recharge. 
 
RC Policy A1.5.1:  Cooperate with local agencies in the preservation and 

purchase of natural sloughs for use as water recharge and 
drainage basins. 
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RC OBJECTIVE A1.6  
Protect groundwater quality by applying development standards which 
seek to prevent pollution of surface or groundwater and net loss of natural 
water features.   
 
RC Policy A1.6.1:  Require subdivisions with lot sizes of less than one acre to 

connect to the sewer and water services of a city or 
community district. 

 
RC Policy A1.6.2:  Support measures to ensure that water users do not 

unreasonably use groundwater resources. 
 
RC Policy A1.6.3:  Protect groundwater by enforcing the requirements for 

installation of wells in conformity with the California Water 
Code, the Kings County Well Ordinance, and other pertinent 
state and local requirements. 

 
RC GOAL A2  Protect natural waterway channels that serve as part of the 

County’s critical floodwater conveyance system. 
 
RC OBJECTIVE A2.1  
Maintain the existing Kings River water conveyance system as a designated 
floodway, and encourage the preservation of riparian habitat along the Kings 
River consistent with state and federally mandated flood control purposes. 
 
RC Policy A2.1.1:  Recognize the Kings River Conservation District's 

responsibility to maintain the Kings River channels and levees 
for flood control purposes.  On land within the floodway, 
allow farming and other uses that are consistent with the 
designated floodway regulations and any requirements of the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board. 

 
RC Policy A2.1.2:  Apply the "Natural Resource Conservation" land use 

designation along the Kings River, Cross Creek, and in 
environmentally sensitive areas having existing natural 
watercourses, drainage basins, sloughs, or other natural 
water features.  Permitted uses within designated floodway 
channels shall be limited to uses such as flood control 
channels, water pumping stations and reservoirs, irrigation 
ditches, water recharge basins, limited open public 
recreational uses such as passive riverside parks, related 
incidental structures, and agricultural crop production that 
does not include permanent structures.  Any construction or 
development in this designation along the Kings River 
designated floodway channel shall be subject to the 
encroachment permit process required by the Central Valley 
Flood Protection Board. 
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RC Policy A2.1.3:  Apply the "Natural Resource Conservation" land use 
designation to all areas of the County west of State Route 33 
where topography consists of 15% or greater slopes.  
Permitted uses on steep sloped Natural Resource 
Conservation land include livestock grazing, livestock and 
timber, vines, and horticultural specialties.   

 
RC Policy A2.1.4:  Coordinate the review of all development proposals within or 

adjacent to designated floodways with relevant resource 
conservation district entities to ensure compliance with 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board requirements, and 
local Floodplain Administration requirements. 

 
B.  Agricultural Resources 
 

RC GOAL B1  Maintain viable and productive agricultural land within the 
County, and ensure the long term preservation of the 
County’s agricultural resources continue to provide a 
sustainable food supply and supports a vibrant local 
agricultural economy. 

RC OBJECTIVE B1.1  
Identify the County’s highest priority agricultural lands that are critical to 
the County’s agricultural economy, prime soils, and water availability, and 
emphasize higher preservation efforts for these areas. 
 
RC Policy B1.1.1:  Maintain the County’s Priority Agricultural Land Model to 

serve as an information resource in evaluating urban growth 
and impacts related to the County’s agricultural economy and 
redirect that growth where possible to the lowest priority 
agricultural land.  This model is referenced in Kings County’s 
2008 Agricultural Land Conversion Study. 

 
RC Policy B1.1.2:  Use the Priority Agricultural Model as a reference for 

determining potential economic and resource impacts related 
to the loss of agricultural land resulting from conversion to 
urban uses. 

 
RC Policy B1.1.3:  Emphasize the need for State and Federal funding to address 

the increased FEMA Flood damage risk in agricultural areas 
resulting from expanded 100 year flood zones as made 
effective for Kings County on June 16, 2009. 
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RC OBJECTIVE B1.2  
Establish feasible mitigation for the loss of agricultural land conversion 
that is not over burdensome to landowner and development interests, yet 
enhances long term preservation efforts of the County’s highest priority 
agricultural lands. 
 
RC Policy B1.2.1:  Require new development that results in the loss of 

agricultural lands to provide mitigation to offset the loss.  The 
County’s Farmland Preservation Mitigation Strategy shall 
require comparable acreage enrollment in the County’s 
Farmland Security Zone.   

 
RC Policy B1.2.2:  Conversion of agricultural land to urban uses shall require 

payment of mitigation fees that are based on average per acre 
fee for the establishment of a new Farmland Security Zone 
creation. All mitigation costs shall be borne by project 
proponent(s).   

 
RC Policy B1.2.3:  Under the County’s existing program, mitigation fees shall be 

used for the creation of new Farmland Security Zone 
contracts only and applied on willing landowner property that 
is greater than ten acres and located within the “Medium,” 
“Medium-High” and “Highest” Priority Agricultural Land as 
defined under the County’s Priority Agricultural Land Model, 
and within the eligible Department of Conservation farmland 
classifications as required by the California Land 
Conservation Act of 1965. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE B1.3  
Balance the long term preservation of the County’s agricultural resources 
with areas planned to accommodate urban growth within Cities and 
Community Districts, and prioritize the creation of Farmland Security Zone 
contracts on land outside the Blueprint Urban Growth Boundaries (refer to 
Figure RC-14) as defined by the Kings County Association of Governments to 
ensure long term preservation of the County’s vital agricultural resources in 
areas not planned to accommodate future projected urban growth. 
 
RC Policy B1.3.1:  Restrict the creation of new Williamson Act or Farmland 

Security Zone Contracts on land within the Primary Sphere of 
Influence of any City or Community District as defined and 
adopted by LAFCo of Kings County. 

 
RC Policy B1.3.2:  Require City review and approval of any new Williamson Act 

or Farmland Security Zone Contract proposal within the 
Blueprint Urban Growth Boundary as defined by the Kings 
County Association of Governments for that city, excluding 
territory already located within the relevant Primary Sphere 
of Influence. 
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RC Policy B1.3.3:  Encourage landowners with property outside the Blueprint 
Urban Growth Boundary and identified as priority 
agricultural land to enter into a Farmland Security Zone 
contract. 

 
RC Policy B1.3.4:  Consider, pursuant to requests from cities, filing a non-

renewal on contracted land within a city’s Primary Sphere of 
Influence (which has not been protested by that city) to 
accommodate growth according to the city’s general plan. 

 
RC Policy B1.3.5:  Any Department of Defense funded agricultural easements 

shall be directed to areas designated Exclusive Agriculture 
which serve as a safety buffer for the base’s flight operations. 

 
RC Policy B1.3.6:  Private land owner initiated agriculture conservation 

easements shall be discouraged within the Primary Sphere of 
Influence of cities or community district, and Blueprint Urban 
Growth Boundaries so as to prevent future conflicts with 
planned orderly growth patterns. 

 
C. Soil Resources 
 

RC GOAL C1  Encourage the conservation of soil resources that are 
critical to the long-term protection and sustainability of the 
County’s agricultural productivity and economy.   

 
RC OBJECTIVE C1.1  
Conserve prime agricultural soils, and avoid their conversion to 
non-agricultural uses. 
 
RC Policy C1.1.1:  Apply one of the four Agriculture land use designations to 

areas with productive and potentially productive agricultural 
soils and grazing land. 

 
RC Policy C1.1.2:  Evaluate the effects of the loss of agricultural soils related to 

discretionary land use approvals for non-agricultural uses 
that are allowed in agriculturally zoned land. 

 
RC GOAL C2  Encourage soil conservation and management practices 

that maintain the productivity of prime soils throughout the 
County. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE C2.1  
Maintain and enhance the agricultural productivity of soils through the 
application of best management practices for soil and sediments. 
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RC Policy C2.1.1:  Encourage farmers to participate in programs that reduce soil 

erosion and increase soil productivity.  To this end, the 
County shall promote coordination with the Excelsior-Kings 
River Resource Conservation District, Tulare Lake Resource 
Conservation District, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, UC Cooperative Extension, and other similar agencies 
and organizations. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE C2.2  
Ensure that land use decisions are compatible with the control of soil 
erosion and the maintenance of soil quality. 
 
RC Policy C2.2.1:  Require erosion control measures for any development 

involving construction or grading near waterways, or on land 
with slopes over ten percent.  Require that improvements 
such as roads and driveways be designed to retain natural 
vegetation and topography to the extent feasible. 

 
RC Policy C2.2.2:  Continue to require the application of construction related 

erosion control measures, including Stormwater Pollution 
Protection Plans (SWPPP) for all new construction. 

 
D. Natural Plant and Animal Habitats 
 

RC GOAL D1  Preserve land that contains important natural plant and 
animal habitats. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE D1.1  
Require that development in or adjacent to important natural plant and 
animal habitats minimize the disruption of such habitats. 
 
RC Policy D1.1.1:  Evaluate all discretionary land use applications in accordance 

with the screening procedures contained in the Biological 
Resources Survey located in Appendix C.  If the results of the 
project screening indicates the potential for important 
biological resources to exist on the site a biological evaluation 
(consistent with Appendix C) shall be performed by a qualified 
biologist.  If the evaluation indicates that the project could 
have a significant adverse impact, mitigation shall be required 
or the project will be redesigned to avoid such impacts.  
Mitigation shall be provided consistent with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and applicable state and 
federal guidelines as appropriate.  Mitigation may include 
habitat improvement or protection, acquisition of other 
habitat, or payment to an appropriate agency to purchase, 
improve, or protect such habitat. 
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RC Policy D1.1.2:  Require project applicants to consult with the California 
Department of Fish and Game and the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service and to obtain appropriate authority for any 
such take pursuant to Endangered Species Act requirements if 
new development or other actions are likely to result in 
incidental take of any threatened or endangered species. 

 
RC GOAL D2 Maintain the quality of existing natural wetland areas as 

required by the California Department of Fish and Game, 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE D2.1  
Maintain compatible land uses in natural wetland habitats designated by 
state and federal agencies. 
 
RC Policy D2.1.1:  Follow state and federal guidelines for the protection of 

natural wetlands.  Require developers to obtain authorization 
from the appropriate local, state, or federal agency prior to 
commencement of any wetland fill activities. 

 
RC Policy D2.1.2:  Use the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process 

to assess wetland resources, and require mitigation measures 
for development which could adversely impact a designated 
wetland. 

 
RC Policy D2.1.3:  “Prior Converted Croplands” as defined by state and federal 

regulations shall be exempt from consideration as wetlands 
under the County planning process. 

 
RC GOAL D3 Protect and manage riparian environments as valuable 

resources. 
 
RC OBJECTIVE D3.1  
Ensure that, in development decisions affecting riparian environments, the 
conservation of fish and wildlife habitat and the protection of scenic qualities 
are balanced with other purposes representing basic health, safety, and 
economic needs. 

 
RC Policy D3.1.1:  Designate the Kings River as a resource conservation area, 

implemented by use of the Natural Resource Conservation 
overlay zone district. 

 
RC Policy D3.1.2:  Encourage the Kings River Conservation District to avoid 

substantial alteration of the Kings River channel and its 
riparian vegetation, consistent with their flood control 
responsibilities. 
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RC Policy D3.1.3:  Evaluate the potential impact on the riparian environment of 
proposed development adjacent to the Kings River, beyond 
the boundaries of the designated floodway.  Conservation of 
fish and wildlife habitat and protection of scenic qualities 
should be the guiding principle. 

 
RC Policy D3.1.4:  Prohibit development within riparian environments over 

which the County has jurisdiction.  However, allow or 
consider for approval if it is determined that significant 
disturbance of the riparian environment would not occur, the 
following passive uses or activities: 

 
• Streamside maintenance and repair for mandated flood 

control or water delivery purposes, facilities, and 
equipment; 

• Road and utility line crossings; 

• Grazing and similar agricultural production activities not 
involving structures or cultivation;  

• Vegetation removal for integrated pest management 
programs under guidelines;  

• Passive recreational uses such as riverside parks and 
bikeways. 

 
RC Policy D3.1.5:  Refer all discretionary permit applications for projects along 

the Kings River and Cross Creek to the appropriate local, 
state, and federal agencies for review and approval. 

 
RC Policy D3.1.6:  Evaluate Fish and Game approved conservation plans and 

wildlife corridor studies prepared by government or private 
non-profit biological resource entities that analyze Kings 
County’s wildlife and riparian habitat, and where feasible, 
accommodate implementation of wildlife corridor plans. 

 
E. Threatened and Endangered Species 
 

RC GOAL E1 Balance the protection of the County's diverse plant and 
animal communities with the County's economic needs. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE E1.1  
Require mitigation measures to protect important plant and wildlife 
habitats. 
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RC Policy E1.1.1:  Complete the inquiry process outlined in Appendix C in the 

initial project review for development permits to determine 
whether the project is likely to have a significant adverse 
impact on any threatened or endangered species habitat 
locations, and to assure appropriate consideration of habitat 
preservation by development.  Maintain current copies of 
California Department of Fish and Game and United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service maps showing locations of known 
threatened and endangered species habitat.  If shown to be 
necessary, require the developer to consult with the California 
Department of Fish and Game, the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers as to potential impacts, appropriate mitigation 
measures, and required permits. 

 
RC Policy E1.1.2:  Require as a primary objective in the review of development 

projects the preservation of healthy native oaks and other 
healthy native trees. 

 
RC Policy E1.1.3:  Maintain to the maximum extent practical the natural plant 

communities utilized as habitat by threatened and 
endangered species (see Appendix C for a listing and map of 
these plant communities). 

 
F. Freshwater Recreational Fishing 
 

RC GOAL F1 Manage natural stream environments to provide protection 
for fish habitat. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE F1.1  
Protect freshwater recreational fishing along the Kings River and the 
California Aqueduct by balancing agricultural and development needs with 
the protection of these resources. 
 
RC Policy F1.1.1:  Encourage design of public and private projects to occur in a 

manner which will minimize damage to the Kings River. 

RC Policy F1.1.2:  Support the Kings River Fisheries Management Program, 
jointly sponsored by the Kings River Conservation District, 
Kings River Water Association, and the Department of Fish 
and Game, and similar efforts to enhance and monitor fish 
habitat. 

 
G. Energy Resources 
 

RC GOAL G1 Encourage the development of oil and gas energy sources 
provided that they do not degrade environmental quality. 
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RC OBJECTIVE G1.1  
Ensure the restoration of oil and gas well sites to a pre-drilling condition 
after the completed use of a site.   
 
RC Policy G1.1.1:  Require the timely reclamation of oil and gas development 

sites upon termination of such activities to facilitate the 
conversion of the land to its primary land use as designated by 
the General Plan.  Reclamation costs shall be borne by the well 
operator. 

 
RC Policy G1.1.2:  Additional restrictions in the General Agricultural areas of the 

County will not be imposed on oil and gas exploration as long 
as the oil companies involved continue to restore sites to their 
original condition after use. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE G1.2  
Promote the development of sustainable and renewable alternative energy 
sources, including wind, solar, hydroelectric and biomass energy. 
 
RC Policy G1.2.1:  Review proposed biomass energy projects through the 

conditional use permit process of the County Zoning 
Ordinance, and ensure that such projects meet all air quality 
requirements. 

 
RC Policy G1.2.2:  Encourage and support efforts to develop commercial 

alternative energy sources in lower priority agricultural lands 
within Kings County, when appropriately sited. 

 
RC Policy G1.2.3:  Support the development and use of small-scale alternative 

energy sources that provide energy for individual 
homeowners and businesses. 

 
RC Policy G1.2.4:  Coordinate the siting of alternative energy facilities within the 

Exclusive Agriculture (AX) Zone District with the Naval Air 
Station Lemoore to ensure such facilities will not have the 
potential to create a hazard for aircraft (e.g. reflective solar 
panels). 

 
RC Policy G1.2.5:  Site new large-scale alternative energy facilities where they 

can be served by existing electrical transmission lines, or 
where such lines can be located and designed to minimize 
visual, environmental, and agricultural disturbances. 

 
RC Policy G1.2.6:  New noncommercial solar and wind energy systems in 

agricultural designations and solar energy systems in urban 
designations designed to provide electrical power to a single 
use or site shall be a permitted use requiring only “building 
permits”. 
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RC Policy G1.2.7:  Require commercial solar and wind energy systems to be 
reviewed as a conditional use permit pursuant to the 
procedures of the Kings County Zoning Ordinance. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE G1.3  
Conserve energy to lower energy costs and improve air quality. 
 
RC Policy G1.3.1:  Encourage developers to be innovative in providing 

landscaping that modifies microclimates, thus reducing 
energy consumption. 

 
RC Policy G1.3.2:  Require new urban development to provide and maintain 

shade trees and other landscaping along streets and within 
parking areas to reduce radiation heating.  However, solar 
access for solar panels shall not be blocked. 

 
RC Policy G1.3.3:  Participate, to the extent feasible, in local and State programs 

that strive to reduce the consumption of energy. 
 
RC Policy G1.3.4:  Coordinate with local utility providers to provide public 

education on energy conservation programs. 
 
H. Mineral Resources 

 
RC Goal H1 Support the extraction of mineral resources in a manner 

that will not degrade the environment or conflict with other 
land uses. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE H1.1  
Provide for the development of mining and mineral extraction. 
 
RC Policy H1.1.1:  Implement the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act by 

requiring all mining operations, including surface mining, to 
secure a Conditional Use Permit, pursuant to the Kings 
County Zoning Ordinance, prior to beginning any mining 
operation. 

 
RC Policy H1.1.2:  All surface mines, unless otherwise exempted, shall be subject 

to reclamation plans that meet the requirements of the Kings 
County Surface Mining and Reclamation Act Ordinance 
(Article 17 Kings County Code of Ordinance) and the State 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) requirements.  
Reclamation procedures shall restore the site for future 
beneficial use of the land.  Mine reclamation costs shall be 
borne by the mine operator, and guaranteed by financial 
assurances set aside for reclamation procedures. 
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RC OBJECTIVE H1.2  
Ensure that mineral extraction operations are designed, located and 
operated so that they do not harm humans or the natural environment or 
are incompatible with surrounding land uses. 
 
RC Policy H1.2.1:  Discourage the location of mining operations near residential 

areas and other sensitive land uses, unless all impacts to such 
uses can be mitigated. 

 
RC Policy H1.2.2:  Minimize the adverse effects on environmental resources 

such as water quality and quantity, air quality, drainage and 
flood control, geophysical characteristics, biological 
resources, and aesthetic factors. 

 
I. Archaeological, Cultural, and Historical Resources 
 
RC GOAL I1 Preserve significant historical and archaeological sites and 

structures that represent the ethnic, cultural, and economic 
groups that have lived and worked in Kings County. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE I1.1  
Promote the rehabilitation or adaptation to new uses of historic sites and 
structures. 
 
RC Policy I1.1.1:  List historic sites and structures designated, or proposed for 

designation, as County landmarks in specific or area plans or 
local area development guidelines. 

 
RC Policy I1.1.2:  Direct proposed developments that may affect proposed or 

designated historic sites or County landmarks to the Kings 
County Museum Advisory Committee or other similarly 
purposed advisory body under the Kings County Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Commission for review and comment. 

 
RC Policy I1.1.3:  Encourage the protection of cultural and archaeological sites 

with potential for placement on the National Register of 
Historic Places and/or inclusion in the California Inventory of 
Historic Resources. 

 
RC Policy I1.1.4:  Refer applications that involve the removal, destruction, or 

alteration of proposed or designated historic sites or County 
landmarks to the Kings County Museum Advisory Committee 
or its successor for recommended mitigation measures. 

 
RC OBJECTIVE I1.2  
Identify potential archaeological and historical resources and, where 
appropriate, protect such resources. 
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RC Policy I1.2.1:  Participate in and support efforts to identify significant 
cultural and archaeological resources and protect those 
resources in accordance to Public Resources Code 5097.9 and 
5097.993. 

 
RC Policy I1.2.2:  Continue to solicit input from local Native American 

communities in cases where development may result in 
disturbance to sites containing evidence of Native American 
Activity and/or to sites of cultural importance. 

 
RC Policy I1.2.3:  Address archaeological and cultural resources in accordance 

with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for 
discretionary land use applications. 

 
RC Policy I1.2.4:  The County will respectfully comply with Government Code 

§65352.3 (SB18) by conducting formal consultations with 
tribes as identified by the Native American Heritage 
Commission on all general plan and specific plan 
amendments. 

 
RC Policy I1.2.5:  The County will respectfully comply with Government Code 

§6254.(r) and 6254.10 by protecting confidential information 
concerning Native American cultural resources.  For example 
adopting internal procedures such as keeping confidential 
archaeological reports away from public view or discussion in 
public meetings.   

 
RC Policy I1.2.6:  The County shall work in good faith with the Santa Rosa 

Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe (“Tribe”), the developer and 
other parties if the Tribe requests return of certain Native 
American artifacts from private development projects (e.g.  
for interpretive or educational value).  The developer is 
expected to act in good faith when considering the Tribe’s 
request for artifacts.  Artifacts not desired by the Tribe shall 
be placed in a qualified repository as established by the 
California State Historical Resources Commission (see 
Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Collections, May 
1993).  If no facility is available, then all artifacts shall be 
donated to the Tribe. 

 
RC Policy I1.2.7:  The County shall work with the developer of any “gated 

community” (i.e.  not open to the public), to ensure that 
Native Americans are allowed future access, under reasonable 
conditions, to view/visit known sites within the “gated 
community.”  If a village site is identified within a gated 
community project, the developer shall be conditioned to 
allow future access by Native Americans to view/visit that 
village site.   
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IV. IMPLEMENTATION 
 
 
This section provides Resource Conservation Element Implementation Programs.   
 
A. Resource Conservation Program 1 
 
Serve as primary support staff to the Kings County Water Commission that is made up of agriculture, 
City and special district representatives to address Countywide water resource and water conservation 
issues. 
 
B. Resource Conservation Program 2 
 
Adopt a “Natural Resource Conservation” Zone District Overlay on high slope watershed areas within 
the Coast Ranges, and along natural waterway channels of the Kings River and Cross Creek. 
 
C. Resource Conservation Program 3 
 
Develop and adopt programmatic details for the implementation of the County’s Farmland 
Preservation and Mitigation Strategy as generally outlined in the Resource Conservation Element. 
 
D. Resource Conservation Program 4 
 
Implement the evaluation process outlined in the "Biological Resources Survey," summarized in 
Appendix C and incorporated into this General Plan by reference, into the Kings County Community 
Development Agency processing procedure when reviewing development proposals.  This will 
determine the need for biological assessments for discretionary permits and projects that may impact 
wetlands or habitat of any special status plant or animal species in Kings County. 
 
E.  Resource Conservation Program 5 
 
Require environmental assessments on development projects that may have a significant impact upon 
any of the resources identified in the Resource Conservation Element, and critically review 
environmental impact reports prepared by other agencies that may have a significant impact upon any 
of these resources.  Environmental documentation should emphasize the finite nature of agricultural 
lands and the cumulative impact of Countywide agricultural land diminishment.  Major projects which 
may significantly affect land use, air quality, water use and quality, plant and wildlife habitat, and 
human health should involve qualified and knowledgeable professional preparation and review of 
impact reports. 
 
F. Resource Conservation Program 6 
 
Continue to implement and administer the Kings County Surface Mining And Reclamation Act 
(SMARA) Ordinance, and coordinate SMARA Permits with the State Office of Mine Reclamation to 
effectively manage the County’s mineral resources. 
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G. Resource Conservation Program 7 
 
Establish a Wildlife Movement Corridor Overlay over all lands designated as “Natural Resource 
Conservation,” or where feasible, on land identified as a wildlife corridor by a Fish and Game 
approved regional wildlife corridor plan. 
 


