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Open Space Element

Figure OS — 14 Clark Japanese Center

The Clark Center for Japanese Art and
Culture is a private museum located in the
County, and known internationally for
exquisite collection of historic Japanese
artifacts and art pieces. Open since 1995, the
center's collection includes about 1,250
paintings, sculptures, prints, ceramics and
bamboo works spanning 1,200 vyears of
Japanese artistic history. The center is
located on the west side of 10th Avenue
between Jackson Avenue and Jersey Avenue.
The museum is open to the public, but by
appointment only. The Clark Center is only
one of two museums in the United States that —_— : - —
focuses exclusively on historic Japanese art. The Clark Center is also distinctively known for its Iarge
collection of bonsai trees (100 sculpted trees), and is the third largest collection in California.

Other local commercial recreational activities also exist throughout the County and include golf
courses, exercise clubs, gun clubs, various forms of racing, and airplane flying. Swimming, boating,
fishing, and picnicking are publicly, privately, and commercially available on the Kings River.
Recreational facilities are an integral part of a community and the lives of its residents. Maintaining
open space and recreational facilities is an important part of providing a healthy environment for
residents to live, work and play. The establishment of adequate funding for the development and
maintenance of public recreational facilities is necessary to preserve open space opportunities for
future generations. Private funding and new developments may also provide recreational facilities for
the residents of Kings County.

E. Military Compatibility

Kings County is home to the United States Naval Air Station Lemoore (NASL), a navy base that
supports consolidated navy jet squadrons in the western United States as a master jet air station. The
naval operations generate potentially significant sources of noise that may interfere with the
residential and other occupied land uses, due to the low flying jet aircraft that operate in airspace
corridors above the County. Therefore, it is essential to establish compatible land uses surrounding
the base to ensure resident safety and continue operational effectiveness of the base. Agricultural land
surrounding NASL is factored into the priority criteria in the County’s Priority Agricultural Land
Model. The Exclusive Agriculture land use designation, which serves as a safety buffer around the
base, was expanded from the 1993 General Plan to integrate updated NASL flight and noise contours.
The Exclusive Agriculture designation limits potential conflicts between County land uses and base
operations by limiting types of structures and operations that may be allowed within this safety buffer.
The County’s commitment to maintaining an agricultural safety buffer around NASL ensures the
continuance of agricultural production, while also preserving the operational integrity of a strategic
military installation in the western United States that serves a critical role in national security.
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Figure OS — 15 Exclusive Agriculture Safety Buffer
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F. Open Space in Developed Areas

Open space areas within the County unincorporated communities also serve to provide opportunities
that support the health and well being of residents living within a community. Open space linkages
and other areas can serve as recreational areas, walking trails, or visual space separations from other
incompatible land uses.

Incompatible land uses are often separated to reduce the potential for conflicts, and open space
buffers can serve a beneficial function of increasing the visual and geographic separation between
them. Community District waste water treatment areas can pose unpleasant odors and other safety
concerns to community residents. Open space buffers can be effectively used around these types of
facilities and allow agricultural uses to continue so that the land is maintained, productive and yet
affords separation from residents. Industrial uses can also be incompatible around residential areas,
and open space separation between these types of uses can increase their integration within a small
rural community.
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Open Space Element

Other options for integrating open space may include community buffers between residential areas
and agricultural operations, or trails and walking paths that increase connectivity to community
parks. These types of features within a community can increase accessible open space that residents
can use to enhance their health and well being. New residential development within the County’s
Community Districts should integrate open space as a key component in developing more compact
urban environments.

Open space land has been designated on 7,678 acres in the Kettlemen Hills as a means to prevent
encroachment of urban development towards the Waste Management and Mustang Hills waste
disposal facilities. Figure OS — 16 identifies the land designated as open space. This designation will
not inhibit the sites farming or ranching operations.

Figure OS — 16 Kettlemen Hills Open Space
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111.OPEN SPACE POLICIES

A. Agricultural Resources
OS GOAL A1l Preserve agricultural land as open space.

OS OBJECTIVE Al.1
Protect agricultural land as an important, sustainable component of the
Kings County economy.

OS Policy Al1.1.1: Preserve agricultural land in open and economically
sustainable sized parcels for farming and establishment of
agricultural processing facilities.

OS Policy A1.1.2: Recognize agricultural land as a valued open space feature
within the County that promotes the economy, public welfare,
and quality of life for Kings County residents.

OS Policy A1.1.3: Designate the area within three miles of the Naval Air Station
Lemoore as well as its defined flight paths for Exclusive
Agricultural use, at a minimum parcel size of 40 acres, in
order to limit the potential effect of jet aircraft noise on
nearby land uses, and to ensure the preservation of large and
sparsely developed parcels for public safety purposes.

B. Scenic Resources
OS GOAL B1 Maintain and protect the scenic beauty of Kings County.

OS OBJECTIVE B1.1
Protect and enhance views from roadways which cross scenic areas or serve
as scenic entranceways to cities and communities.

OS Policy B1.1.1: Coordinate with the Kings County Association of
Governments to explore designation of State Route 41,
between State Route 33 and the Kern County line, as an
Official State Scenic Highway through the Caltrans
Transportation Enhancement program.

OS OBJECTIVE B1.2
Preserve roadside landscapes which have high visual quality and contribute
to the local environment.

OS Policy B1.2.1: Review new development and utility projects for compatibility
and potential for impacting scenic view sheds along highly
traveled scenic routes.
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OS OBJECTIVE B1.3

Protect the scenic qualities of human-made and natural landscapes and
prominent view sheds.

OS Policy B1.3.1:

OS Policy B1.3.2:

Require new development to be designed so that it does not
significantly impact or block views of Kings County’s natural
landscape or other important scenic features. Discretionary
permit applications will be evaluated against this requirement
as part of the development review process. New developments
may be required, as appropriate to:

o Minimize obstruction of views from public lands and
rights-of-way.

e Reduce visual prominence by keeping development
and structures below ridgelines.

. Limit the impact of new roadways and grading on
natural settings. Such limits shall be within design
safety guidelines.

Protect the visual access to Kings River and other prominent
watercourses by locating and designing new development to
minimize visual impacts and obstruction of views of scenic
watercourses from public lands and rights-of-way.

C. Community Character

OS GOAL C1

OS OBJECTIVE C1.1

Preserve the visual identities of Community Districts by
maintaining open space separations between urban areas.

Preserve open space, maintain rural character, and limit development in
community separator areas.

OS Policy C1.1.1:

OS Policy C1.1.2:

OS Policy C1.1.3:

Preserve the agricultural open space buffer between the
Community of Armona and City of Hanford to maintain
community separation between Lacey Boulevard and Front
Street along the west side of 13t Avenue.

Preserve the Open Space land use buffer around the Armona
Community Services District waste water treatment facility to
include territory between 13t and 14t Avenues, and north of
Houston Avenue.

Preserve the agricultural open space buffer between the
Community of Armona and City of Lemoore to maintain
community separation between State Route 198 and Hanford
Armona Road along the east side of 15t Avenue.
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Open Space Element

D. Outdoor Recreation

OS GOAL D1 Provide for parks, recreation and open space that will serve
the current and future needs of County residents and
visitors.

OS OBJECTIVE D1.1
Maintain and enhance the existing County park system within available
funding constraints.

OS Policy D1.1.1: Apply the "Public/Quasi-Public” land use designation to
County parks.

OS Policy D1.1.2: Community Plans should facilitate the development and
maintenance of community park(s) within Community
District areas to expand recreational resources available to
residents.

OS Policy D1.1.3: Support community involvement that builds capacity for the
long term maintenance and upkeep of open space and
community park space within Community Districts.

OS OBJECTIVE D1.2
Encourage the development of private recreational facilities compatible
with the rural character of Kings County.

OS Policy D1.2.1: Support the establishment of new commercial recreational
development, provided it is compatible with surrounding land
uses and the intensity of such development does not exceed
the ability of the natural environment of the site and the
surrounding area to accommodate it. Such facilities may
include, but are not limited to campgrounds, recreational
camps, hotels and destination resorts, ball courts and ball
fields, skeet clubs and facilities, hunting and fishing clubs,
and equestrian facilities.

E. Military Compatibility

OS GOAL E1 Maintain open space areas near Naval Air Station Lemoore
and underlying low level military airspace corridors and
ranges.

RC OBJECTIVEELl.1

Identify lands potentially impacted by military training operations and
provide appropriate land use designations to prevent significant impacts to
residents.
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OS Policy E1.1.1: The county will work with the Naval Air Station Lemoore
(NASL) to protect current and future mission requirements by
maintaining or designating open space, agricultural uses, or
similar low intensity land uses in areas within, adjacent to, or
proximate to military installations and low flying airspace
corridors.

OS Policy E1.1.2: Participate in a Joint Land Use Study with Naval Air Station
Lemoore and other local jurisdictions to cooperatively
address land use planning issues within the vicinity of the
base.

OS Policy E1.1.3: The County shall designate compatible land uses in areas
exposed to high noise levels to ensure noise impacts to
residents are minimized.

F. Open Space in Developed Areas

OS GOAL F1 Ensure that Community Districts integrate adequate open
space as part of their Community Plans.

OS OBJECTIVE F1.1
Engage each Community District to evaluate the open space needs that are
unique and specific to each community.

OS Policy F1.1.1: Community Plans shall inventory existing open space
resources and determine future needs for additional open
space.

OS OBJECTIVE F1.2
Establish open space buffers between community districts and waste
management facilities to reduce potential land use conflicts.

OS Policy F1.2.1: The State Route 41 corridor from Interstate 5 to Utica Avenue
shall be designated Open Space in order to maintain a buffer
between the Kettleman City community and nearby active or
proposed waste management facilities.
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IV. IMPLEMENTATION

A. Open Space Program 1:

Continue implementation of Williamson Act and Farmland Security Zone Contracts to maintain long
term preservation of agricultural land.

B. Open Space Program 2:

Participate in a Joint Land Use Study with the Naval Air Station Lemoore and other local stakeholders
to cooperatively plan surrounding land uses.

C. Open Space Program 3:

Adopt an “Open Space” Zone District Overlay on community buffer areas, and other designated open
space buffers that serve to separate incompatible land uses.
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