




Health and Safety Element 

 

COUNTY OF KINGS 
2035 

GENERAL PLAN 

  
Page HS - 31

 

 
 

Figure HS -18 Kings County Fire Stations  
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The Kings County Fire Department maintains a mutual aid agreement with the City of Hanford Fire 
Department and other outside agency fire departments.  Additional fire protection response services 
in the County include the City of Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department, Naval Air Station Lemoore Fire 
Department, and Santa Rosa Rancheria Fire.  The California Department of Forestry (CDF) also 
responds to incidents in the State Responsibility Area that is southwest of State Route 33.  There are 
no CDF Stations in Kings County, with the nearest responding stations located in Fresno County and 
San Luis Obispo County. 
 Figure HS – 19 County Fire Helicopter 
The latest addition to the Kings County Fire Department 
resources is the Fire Department’s Search and Rescue 
Helicopter.  Through an agreement with Rogers Helicopters 
Inc. based at the Fresno Air Terminal, the County has a Bell 
212 Helicopter stationed at the Kings County Fire Station 
No. 4 Heliport.  The Department’s Search and Rescue 
Helicopter is available for use within the County and other 
outside agencies when available and requested to respond to 
disasters or other critical incidents.  The Kings County Fire 
Department Heliport located at Fire Station No. 4 also 
serves as the County’s local staging area for SkyLife 
emergency medical helicopter transport. 
 
In recent years fires in urban areas have not caused large-scale loss of human life.  There is always the 
chance such a disaster could occur, depending upon many interrelated and complex factors, some of 
which are impossible to predict or prevent.  These could include equipment malfunctions, arbitrary 
human errors, freak weather conditions, or combinations of the three. 
 
Fire regulations are intended to minimize personal injury and property damage, and to reduce the cost 
of fire suppression services.  Increasing the use of built-in fire protection devices such as interior 
sprinkler systems is the most cost-effective way of achieving these objectives.  All urban development 
is required to have adequate water available for fire suppression, whether from a hydrant and 
community system or an on-site storage tank.  Project review should include an assessment of fire 
potential and needed mitigation measures.  New developments are also required to comply with the 
Kings County Improvement Standards in order to decrease the potential for urban fire hazard.  
Standards include required minimum road widths, required clearances around structures, and peak 
load water capacity.   
 
C. Emergency Management 
 
The Kings County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) is located in the County Fire Department 
Headquarters.  This office is responsible for writing and maintaining the County's emergency response 
plan, providing training, conducting exercises and coordinating the opening and functioning of the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in the event of a major incident or disaster, such as flood, 
earthquake or major fires.  Alerting and notifying appropriate agencies, coordinating responding 
agencies and ensuring resources are available and mobilized during times of emergencies is also a 
duty performed by OEM.  The Kings County OEM also supports the four cities of Hanford, Avenal, 
Lemoore and Corcoran, and all the political subdivisions of the County in their efforts related to 
emergency preparedness and planning.   
 
The Kings County OEM also works closely with the Governor's Office of Emergency Services to 
prepare for and mitigate many types of emergencies.  They also work with the Federal Emergency 
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Management Agency to recover from disaster related incidents and to return to a state of normalcy as 
quickly as possible.  In times of emergency or disaster response, the following designated evacuation 
routes are relied upon.  Primary routes are State Highways that can accommodate larger volumes of 
traffic, while Secondary Routes are County Arterial roadways that provide critical secondary passages 
in times of emergency.  Maintenance of these highway and road segments should remain high priority. 
 
 Figure HS – 20 Evacuation Routes 
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D. Airport Safety 

 
Military Air Installation 
 Figure HS - 21  Military Aircraft 
The Naval Air Station Lemoore (NASL) encompasses 28.5 square 
miles in the northwestern corner of Kings County and Sjouthwestern 
Fresno County and includes a military airport and other critical 
facilities, such as medical facilities. It is also one of the largest 
employers in the county, with 1,300 civilian employees.  Military jet 
aircraft operations at NASL subject surrounding land uses to high 
noise levels, and nearby air traffic to potential aircraft accidents.  The 
County has designated the area around the base as Exclusive 
Agriculture which serves as a Public Safety buffer to ensure the 
preservation of large and sparsely developed parcels in the area surrounding the base.  This 
designation has proven effective in preventing land use and safety conflicts between the base and the 
general public.  Encroachment by civilian aircraft into military airspace is prohibited unless 
authorized by the Department of Defense.  NASL policies meet and exceed federal regulations 
governing safe flight altitudes.  Further information can be found in the document entitled Air 
Installation Compatibility Use Zone Studies (AICUZ), a set of land use compatibility guidelines 
published by the Navy and incorporated herein by reference.  In addition this plan recognizes the 
critical assets of the station and its role in the county’s economy and supports the separate emergency 
management plans developed for base personnel by NASL.   The Naval Air Station Lemoore Military 
Operational Area coverage is also addressed in the Land Use Element, and flight noise contours are 
addressed in the Noise Element. 
 
Public Airports 
 
Most of the public safety risk created by airports is related to aircraft flight and operation.  The 
primary hazard to the general public is the possibility of being injured on the ground during an 
aircraft accident.  Federal Aviation Administration requires runway protective zones and height limits 
on structures near airports to reduce risks to the public.  The principal concerns related to airport 
operations are the safety of the general public and noise compatibility.  Airport planning boundaries 
define areas near airports within which safety or noise restrictions are imposed.  Only two airports 
within the County are identified for public use, the Hanford Municipal Airport and the Corcoran 
Airport.  The “Kings County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan” (ALUC) addresses the land use 
compatibility surrounding both of these airports and is incorporated by reference.  Airport 
Compatibility Maps identify the areas covered under the ALUC surrounding the Hanford Municipal 
Airport (Figure HS – 22) and Corcoran Airport (Figure HS – 23).  The City of Hanford is scheduled to 
prepare an updated Airport Master Plan for the Hanford Municipal Airport and will need to be 
incorporated into this General Plan and associated land use regulations to ensure consistency in land 
use decision making.   
 
The Kings County ALUC establishes procedures and criteria by which the County of Kings and the 
Cities of Corcoran and Hanford can address compatibility issues when making land use decisions 
within the operational areas of public use airports.  The ALUC criteria are intended to ensure that 
local general plans, specific plans, and zoning ordinances take into account airport and surrounding 
land use compatibility.  The ALUC land use compatibility criteria is provided in Table HS – 4 and 
additional criteria notes are listed in Table HS – 5. 
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Figure HS - 22  Hanford Municipal Airport Compatibility Map 
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 Figure HS - 23  Corcoran Airport Compatibility Map 
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Table HS 4:  Primary Compatibility Criteria 

 

Maximum Densities 

Zone Location Impact Elements Residential 
(du/ac)1 

Other Uses 
(people/ac) 

2 

Required 
Open Land3 

A Runway Protection Zone or 
Within Building Restriction Line 

• High Risk 
• High Noise Levels 0 10 All Remaining 

B1 Approach/Departure Zone and 
Adjacent to Runway 

• Substantial risk – aircraft 
commonly below 400 ft. AGL or 
within 1,000 ft. of runway 

• Substantial Noise 

0.1  
(10 acre parcel) 60 30% 

B2 Extended Approach/Departure 
Zone 

• Moderate risk – aircraft 
commonly below 800 ft. AGL 

• Significant Noise 

0.5  
(2-acre parcel) 60 30% 

C Common Traffic Pattern 
• Limited risk – aircraft at or 

below 1,000 ft AGL 
• Frequent Noise Intrusion 

8 150 15% 

D Other Airport Environs 
• Negligible risk 
• Potential for annoyance from 

overflights 
No Limit No Limit No 

Requirement 

Additional Criteria Examples 
Zone 

Prohibited Uses 
Other Development 

Conditions 
Normally Acceptable Uses4 

Uses Not Normally 
Acceptable5 

A 

• All structures except ones 
with location set by 
aeronautical function 

• Assemblages of people 
• Objects exceeding FAR 

Part 77 height limits 
• Aboveground bulk storage 

of hazardous materials 
• Hazards to flight6 

• Dedication of 
avigation easement 

• Aircraft tie down apron 
• Pastures, field crops, vineyards 
• Automobile parking 

• Heavy poles, signs, 
etc. 

• Orchards, large trees 

B1 and 
B2 

• Children’s schools, day care 
centers, libraries 

• Hospitals, nursing homes 
• Highly noise-sensitive uses 

(e.g. outdoor theaters) 
• Aboveground bulk storage 

of hazardous materials7 
• Hazards to flight6 

• Locate structures 
maximum distance 
from extended runway 
centerline 

• Minimum NLR8 of 25 
dBA in residential and 
office buildings 

• Dedication of 
avigation easement 

• Uses in Zone A 
• Agricultural uses except ones 

attracting birds 
• Single-family residences on 

existing lots 
• Warehousing, truck terminals, 

low-intensity manufacturing 
• Single-story offices 
• Low-intensity retail (e.g. auto, 

furniture sales) 

• Residential 
subdivisions 

• Multi-family 
residential 

• Intensive retail uses 
• Intensive 

manufacturing or food 
processing uses 

• Multiple story offices 
• Hotels and motels 

C 

• Children’s schools 
• Hospitals, nursing homes 
• Hazards to flight6 

• Dedication of 
overflight easement for 
residential uses 

• Uses in Zone B 
• Parks, playgrounds 
• General retail, offices, etc. (2-

story maximum) 
• Low-intensity manufacturing, 

food processing 
• Two-story motels 

• Major shopping malls 
• Theaters, auditoriums 
• Large sports stadiums 
• Hi-rise office 

buildings 

D 
• Hazards to flight6 • Deed notice required 

for residential 
development 

• All except ones hazardous to 
flight 

 

Source:  Kings County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan 
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Table HS 5:  Primary Compatibility Notes 

 
Private Airstrips 
 
Much of the use of private aircraft in Kings County is related to agriculture, either for crop dusting or 
private transportation over long distances.  A significant number of local private aircraft are used for 
student pilot training and trips related to recreation and business; about 75 such aircraft are based at 
the Hanford airport.  Kings County regulations permit private-use noncommercial airports and 
heliports only in areas separated from urban concentrations for public safety that are designated 
General Agriculture.  Airports and heliports, including crop dusting  strips  and accessory structures 
intended for commercial agricultural uses, may be permitted as a conditional use. 
 
E. Built Environment And Safety 

 
The built environment and the manner in which it is laid out plays a key role in either the prevention 
or encouragement of crime related activities.  The actual safety and perception of safe environments 
by residents is critical to the success of establishing walkable communities and residents’ engagement 
in outdoor physical activities. As more emphasis is placed on more dense and compact development, 
the need for safe community environments increases.  The County’s four community plans that 
address specific community needs have established policy guidance to facilitate improvements in the 
built environment and thereby work towards enhancing community safety.  Efforts are directed 
toward increasing the “eyes on the street” and establishment of safe pedestrian passages to increase 
safety as well as health within each community.  The “Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design” (CPTED) is also recommended to incorporate “the proper design and effective use of the built 
environment to reduce fear and potential incidences of crime, and improve the quality of life.  
 

            Notes: 

1 
Residential development should not contain more than the indicated number of dwelling units 
per gross acre.  Clustering of units is encouraged as a means of meeting the Required Open Land 
requirements. 

2 

The land use should  not attract more than the indicated number of people per acre at any time.  
This figure should include all individuals who may be on the property (e.g. employees, 
customers/visitors, etc.)  These densities are intended as general planning guidelines to aid in 
determining the acceptability of proposed land uses. 

3 
Open land requirements are intended to be applied with respect to an entire zone.  This is 
typically accomplished as part of a community general plan or a specific plan.  See supporting 
compatibility policies on safety for definition of open land. 

4 
These uses typically can be designed to meet the density requirements and other development 
conditions listed. 

5 
These uses typically do not meet the density and other development conditions listed.  They 
should be allowed only if a major community objective is served by their location in this zone and 
no feasible alternative location exists. 

6 
Hazards to flight include physical, visual, and electronic forms if interference with the safety of 
aircraft operations.  See supporting compatibility policies on airspace protection for details. 

7 
Storage of aviation fuel, other aviation-related flammable materials, and up to 2,000 gallons of 
no aviation flammable materials is exempted from this criterion in Zones B1 and B2. 

8 
NLR = Noise Level Reduction; i.e., the attenuation of sound level from outside to inside provided 
by the structure. 

Source:  Kings County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan 
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The CPTED program’s primary goal is to prevent crime through designing a physical environment that 
positively influences human behavior.  CPTED designed principles when implemented serve as 
deterrents to crime as criminals perceive community areas as higher risk for committing a crime.  The 
increased visibility and associated crime deterrent increase residents and visitors reliability in 
community’s safety and protection. 
 
The Four Strategies of CPTED 
 

1. Natural Surveillance - A design concept directed primarily at keeping intruders easily 
observable. Promoted by features that maximize visibility of people, parking areas and building 
entrances: doors and windows that look out on to streets and parking areas; pedestrian-friendly 
sidewalks and streets; front porches; adequate nighttime lighting. 
 
2. Territorial Reinforcement - Physical design can create or extend a sphere of influence. 
Users then develop a sense of territorial control while potential offenders, perceiving this control, 
are discouraged. Promoted by features that define property lines and distinguish private spaces 
from public spaces using landscape plantings, pavement designs, gateway treatments, and 
"CPTED" fences. 
 
3. Natural Access Control - A design concept directed primarily at decreasing crime 
opportunity by denying access to crime targets and creating in offenders a perception of risk. 
Gained by designing streets, sidewalks, building entrances and neighborhood gateways to clearly 
indicate public routes and discouraging access to private areas with structural elements.  
 
4. Target Hardening - Accomplished by features that prohibit entry or access: window locks, 
dead bolts for doors, interior door hinges.  

 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 
 
Safe pedestrian and bicycle movement within the County’s four community districts is a key 
component of the smart growth strategies embodied in the four community plans.  Community streets 
and related infrastructure are important public resources that not only provide channels for moving 
vehicular traffic, but also make alternative transportation possible for bicyclists as well as providing 
even surfaces for the physically disabled, school children and residents.  These types of infrastructure 
play a key role in the health and wellbeing of residents by providing a means for various recreation 
activities or cardiovascular exercises such as walking, jogging and rollerblading.  Complete streets 
with sidewalks and planting strips also play a vital role in creating a pleasant aesthetic environment 
which reinforces resident value in their neighborhoods.  Neighborhoods streets provide opportunities 
for community interaction, resident exercise and children play.  The County’s streets and roads are 
extensively used by non-motorized users resulting in the requirement for our roads to be safe for all 
users.  The California Vehicle Code reinforces this requirement by specifying in Section 21949 that 
“safe and convenient pedestrian travel and access, whether by foot, wheelchair, walker, or stroller be 
provided to the residents of the state.” 
 
Continuous sidewalks and safe crossings are the basic building blocks for pedestrian safety.  The four 
community plans establish a policy foundation aimed at improving alternative transportation safety 
and directs the County to lead efforts in obtaining “Safe Routes to School” funding that will implement 
traffic calming features at key intersections utilized by elementary school children.  These efforts are 
intended to reduce traffic speeds and increase pedestrian safety.      
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Pedestrian safety does not stop on the pavement, it transcends to all public spaces and off-street 
paths.  Many pathways currently exist in the four communities and used for alternative transportation 
by residents on errands or children traveling to school.  Through implementation of the CPTED 
program and other pedestrian safety efforts, the four community districts can begin to establish safe 
and attractive public spaces and pathways for pedestrians that will encourage the use of alternative 
transportation. 
 
F. Hazardous Materials 

Figure HS - 24  DOT Placard 
A material is considered hazardous if it appears on a list of hazardous 
materials prepared by a federal, state, or local agency, or if it has 
characteristics defined as hazardous by such an agency. The California 
Code of Regulation (CCR) defines a hazardous material as “a substance 
that, because of physical or chemical properties, quantity, concentration, 
or other characteristics, may either (1) cause an increase in mortality or an 
increase in serious, irreversible, or incapacitating illness; or (2) pose a 
substantial present or potential hazard to human health or environment 
when improperly treated, stored, transported or disposed of, or otherwise 
managed (CCR, Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 10, Article 2, Section 
66260.10).  Hazardous materials have been and are commonly used in 
commercial, agricultural, and industrial application,  and to a limited extent in residential areas.  
 
Although reduction efforts and treatment methods have reduced waste generation, it is certain that 
hazardous wastes will continue to be produced.  Therefore, it is important that emergency response 
procedures detailed in the “Kings County Area Plan For Hazardous Materials Emergency Response” 
be observed.   

 
The County of Kings “Kings County Area Plan For Hazardous Materials Emergency Response” also 
identifies specific agencies and their responsibilities during an emergency and caused by accidental 
transportation, pipeline, and industrial releases of hazardous material.  This plan establishes the 
County policy which holds that funding for cleanup activities is the responsibility of the party which 
releases hazardous materials.  

 
The handling and storage of hazardous waste are regulated by state and federal statute.  Operators of 
commercial and industrial uses are required to register with the local administering agency (the Kings 
County Health Department, Division of Environmental Health).  Handlers of acutely hazardous 
materials in excess of federal standards are additionally required to submit hazardous waste materials 
business plans to the local agency.  Business plans are then used by government safety agencies, such 
as a fire department, during emergencies to identify the quantity and location of hazardous materials 
stored onsite.  
 
Efforts to decrease the production of hazardous wastes help lessen the burden on existing hazardous 
waste management facilities, but additional disposal capacity is expected to be needed in the future in 
Kings County and throughout the state. For this reason, the Kings County General Plan was amended 
in 1990 to include policies as to specific sites and sitting criteria for hazardous waste facilities.   
 
The Kings County Hazardous Waste Management Plan describes the capacity of the Chemical Waste 
Management, Inc., Kettleman Hills hazardous waste management facility, located in Kings County 
approximately three miles west of Kettleman City, which accepts hazardous wastes from most of the 
counties in California and from surrounding States. 
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V.  HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICIES 
  
 
Health and Safety Element policies are organized according to three sub-sections, Natural Hazards, 
Community Health, and Community Safety.  
 
A. Natural Hazards 
 

HS GOAL A1  Preventative measures reduce the potential impacts of 
natural hazards upon peoples lives, property, and the 
environment.  

 
HS OBJECTIVE A1.1  
Coordinate County General Plan Health and Safety Element updates with 
the Kings County Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
HS Policy A1.1.1:  Collaborate with the Kings County Office of Emergency 

Services to conduct joint updates of the Kings County Multi-
Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan and the Health 
and Safety Element of the County’s General Plan. 

 
HS Policy A1.1.2:  Integrate mitigation measures of the Kings County Multi-

Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan into the Health 
and Safety Element policies where applicable and relevant to 
County operational areas of responsibility. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE A1.2  
Promote education and awareness of natural hazard risks, mitigation, and 
preparedness to citizens, public agencies, elected officials, nonprofit 
organizations, and businesses. 
 
HS Policy A1.2.1:  Assist the Kings County Office of Emergency Services in 

developing and implementing comprehensive strategies to 
improve ongoing public education regarding natural hazards 
and emergency preparedness. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE A1.3  
Limit growth and development in hazard areas to minimize new areas 
susceptible to higher risk of natural hazards. 
 
HS Policy A1.3.1:  Implement natural hazards review criteria for new 

development that is based upon information provided in the 
Natural Hazards Section of the Health and Safety Element to 
improve long term loss prevention. 
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HS OBJECTIVE A1.4  
Maintain County building and construction standards and regulations to 
remain current with State and Federal requirements that serve to protect 
residents from natural hazards. 
 
HS Policy A1.4.1:  Implement the current California Building Codes and any 

subsequent amendments as contained within California Code 
of Regulations Title 24 to improve disaster resistance of 
future buildings. 

 
HS Policy A1.4.2:  Update the Kings County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 

as new flood information and/or relevant 2009 changes to 
FEMA references occur, including new FEMA digital flood 
insurance rate maps. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE A1.5  
Increase communication regarding hazard mitigation among communities 
in the County, and improve organizational capabilities to address health 
and safety issues in mitigation and response. 
 
HS Policy A1.5.1:  Maintain and enhance the County’s centralized Geographic 

Information System (GIS) as a common multi-jurisdictional 
resource to improve capabilities in mitigation, preparedness, 
and response for all hazards. 

 
HS Policy A1.5.2:  Support Kings County Emergency Services operations that 

improve countywide coordination, monitoring and 
implementation of the Kings County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 
HS GOAL A2  Minimize loss of life and personal property caused by 

geologic hazards. 
 
HS OBJECTIVE A2.1  
Regulate new construction to achieve acceptable levels of risk posed by 
geologic hazards. 
 
HS Policy A2.1.1:  Maintain and enforce current building codes and standards to 

reduce the potential for structural failure caused by ground 
shaking and other geologic hazards. 

 
HS Policy A2.1.2:  Use the 1997 Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous 

Buildings of a non-residential nature, and the 1997 Uniform 
Housing Code to assess unsafe residential structures and 
ensure their safe construction and rehabilitation. 

 
HS Policy A2.1.3:  Prohibit new construction along known fault zones, and limit 

uses to nonstructural land uses. 



Health and Safety Element  

 

COUNTY OF KINGS 
2035 

GENERAL PLAN 

  
Page HS - 43

 

 
 

 
HS Policy A2.1.4:  Review all development proposals to determine whether a 

geotechnical soils report is required for new construction. 
 
HS Policy A2.1.5:  Consider the environmental review process for land use 

projects seismic hazards, including subsidence, liquefaction, 
flooding, local soils, and geologic conditions. 

 
HS Policy A2.1.6:  Require agriculture or open space land uses around areas 

identified as engaging in potentially hazardous activities to 
serve as a buffer that reduces possible personal or property 
damage resulting from an earthquake. 

 
HS GOAL A3  Minimize impacts of extreme weather related natural 

disasters to agriculture and the economies of communities.  
 
HS OBJECTIVE A3.1  
Prepare for long term countywide drought conditions by encouraging water 
conservation measures among urban, rural, and agricultural users, and 
increase regional water storage capacity to enhance groundwater recharge 
and capture of floodwater.   
 
HS Policy A3.1.1:  Support the continued coordinated efforts of the Kings County 

Water Commission to seek countywide solutions to the 
ongoing water supply challenges facing urban, rural and 
agricultural water users within the County. 

 
HS Policy A3.1.2:  Improve coordination, planning, and investment in long-term 

water supplies to meet demands of ongoing growth and 
development. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE A3.2  
Establish plans and procedures to mitigate against the impacts resulting 
from extreme temperatures. 
 
HS Policy A3.2.1:  Support the maintenance and implementation of the Kings 

County Extreme Heat Emergency Plan to support vulnerable 
populations and address human safety preparation 
activations for when temperatures exceed 105°F.  

 
HS Policy A3.2.2:  Support the maintenance and update of the “Kings County 

Emergency Action Plan for Dead Animal Management” to 
maintain consistency with the Dairy Element and ensure 
proper disposal of excess livestock fatalities resulting from 
extreme heat events.  
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HS GOAL A4  Prevent unnecessary exposure of people and property to 
flood damage.   

 
HS OBJECTIVE A4.1  
Direct new growth away from designated flood hazard risk areas, and 
regulate new development to reduce the risk of flood damage to an 
acceptable level.  
 
HS Policy A4.1.1:  Review new development proposals against current  Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) digital flood 
insurance rate maps and California Department of Water 
Resource special flood hazard maps to determine project site 
susceptibility to flood hazard.   

 
HS Policy A4.1.2:  Reserve FEMA designated flood hazard areas for agricultural 

and natural resource conservation uses along the floodway 
channels and Tulare Lake Basin. 

 
HS Policy A4.1.3:  Determine base flood elevations for new development 

proposals within or adjacent to 100 year flood zone areas as 
identified in latest FEMA Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map, to 
definitively assess the extent of property potentially subject to 
onsite flood hazards and risks. 

 
HS Policy A4.1.4:  Direct new urban growth to existing cities and community 

districts, or away from New Community Discouragement 
Areas to avoid flood hazard areas and increased risk to people 
and property. 

 
HS Policy A4.1.5:  Regulate development, water diversion, vegetation removal, 

and grading to minimize any increase in flood damage to 
people and property. 

 
HS Policy A4.1.6:  New development shall provide onsite drainage or contribute 

towards their fair share cost of off-site drainage facilities to 
handle surface runoff. 

 
HS Policy A4.1.7:  Consider and identify all areas subject to flooding in the 

review of all land divisions and development projects. 
 

HS Policy A4.1.8:  Enforce the “Kings County Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance,” Chapter 5A of the Kings County Code of 
Ordinances. 

 
HS Policy A4.1.9:  Emphasize the need for State and Federal funding to address 

the increased FEMA Flood damage risk resulting from 
expanded 100 year flood zones as made effective for Kings 
County on June 16, 2009. 
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B. Community Health 
 

HS GOAL B1  Promote the health and well being of County residents, and 
support healthy living environments, physical activity 
opportunities, medical services, and readily available 
nutritious food sources. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE B1.1  
Integrate smart growth principles into unincorporated community design 
to facilitate living environments that are both healthier and safer for 
residents and conducive to economic revitalization and reinvestment. 

 
HS Policy B1.1.1:  Develop and maintain Community Plans for each Community 

District within the County to integrate locally defined smart 
growth implementation measures that are specific to the 
uniqueness of each community via community input. 

 
HS Policy B1.1.2:  Centralize a variety of uses and community services within 

Community Districts to increase accessibility, reduce traffic, 
and focus investment in community infrastructure and 
facilities. 

 
HS Policy B1.1.3:  Integrate Mixed Use in the central community cores of 

community districts to accommodate a mix of residential, 
commercial and office type uses. 

 
HS Policy B1.1.4:  Prioritize infill development within community districts 

throughout the County to increase efficient use of vacant land. 
 
HS Policy B1.1.5:  Support healthy aging in place and childhood development by 

promoting safe, “complete” streets, and a range of housing 
types and affordability within each community district. 

 
HS Policy B1.1.6:  Balance commercial and residential development within 

Community Districts and develop strategies to match jobs to 
existing resident’s skills to reduce the number of people who 
must commute long distances to work. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE B1.2  
Encourage and facilitate the provision of healthy eating options within 
community commercial core areas and increase County resident access to 
locally grown fresh produce. 
 
HS Policy B1.2.1:  Support long term preservation and sustainability of regional 

farmland as a significant source of locally grown healthy food 
sources that are beneficial to residents of the County. 
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HS Policy B1.2.2:  Support the establishment of farmers markets, community 
gardens and other commercial sales venues within 
community districts to provide increased availability of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. 

 
HS Policy B1.2.3:  Encourage the establishment of restaurants in community 

districts that serve locally grown foods and products. 
 
HS Policy B1.2.4:  Discourage the over concentration of fast food eateries, liquor 

and convienence stores in community district core areas. 
 
HS Policy B1.2.5:  Support strategies that capitalize on the mutual benefit and 

connection between rural economies as food producers and 
urban economies as processors and consumers. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE B1.3  
Maintain existing community parks and facilitate the establishment of 
physical activity areas within underserved community districts.  

 
HS Policy B1.3.1:  Inventory and evaluate existing community district park 

resources for sustainability and need for long term 
maintenance.  

 
HS Policy B1.3.2:  Guide construction of the built environment within 

community districts to contribute toward the increase in 
physical activity and neighborly atmosphere to reduce the 
incidence of chronic disease. 

 
HS Policy B1.3.3:  Ensure that new parks and recreational facilities within 

community districts are established with a sound fiscal 
foundation for long term maintenance support. 

 
HS Policy B1.3.4:  Support community oriented projects with public, quasi-

public and private efforts to establish youth and adult 
recreation opportunities in the community. 

 
HS Policy B1.3.5:  Encourage the joint use of school facilities for recreational 

and other community benefiting service and program 
activities within Community Districts.  

 
HS Policy B1.3.6:  Require commercial and residential infrastructure to support 

daily physical activity through interconnected walking and 
biking opportunities. 
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HS OBJECTIVE B1.4  
Provide local health services and emergency medical services in the 
County’s Community Districts to meet the needs of a growing population. 
 
HS Policy B1.4.1:  Transport to hospitals and emergency medical care is 

supported by timely response from ambulance or emergency 
helicopter transport. 

 
HS Policy B1.4.2:  Placement of rural clinic services is prioritized for location 

within Community Districts where concentrations of County 
residents reside and transit routes connect. 

 
HS Policy B1.4.3:  Ensure that County Fire Department personnel remain 

trained and equipped to provide emergency medical services 
to those in need of such services within the unincorporated 
areas of the County. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE B1.5  
Ensure adequate protection of County residents from new generations of 
toxic or hazardous waste substances. 
 
HS Policy B1.5.1:  Evaluate development applications to determine the potential 

for hazardous waste generation and be required to provide 
sufficient financial assurance that is available to the County to 
cover waste cleanup and/or site restoration in instances 
where the site has been abandoned or the business operator is 
unable to remove hazardous materials from the site.  

 
C. Community Safety 
 

HS GOAL C1  Ensure the protection and well being of residents, visitors 
and businesses that enables long term sustainability for 
future generations.  

 
HS OBJECTIVE C1.1  
Establish safe routes for pedestrians and bicyclists within the community 
districts. 
 
HS Policy C1.1.1:  Develop and implement street design guidelines for each 

community district to create walkable, safe and pleasant 
environments. 

 
HS Policy C1.1.2:  Involve resident input into Community Planning activities to 

identify and define unsafe pedestrian routes and crossings to 
prioritize needed infrastructure improvements. 
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HS Policy C1.1.3:  Implement traffic calming measures at key interchanges and 
routes to schools to improve street safety and access. 

 
HS Policy C1.1.4:  Pursue funding through Federal, State and Local sources to 

enhance pedestrian safety at key intersections within 
community districts. 

 
HS Policy C1.1.5:  Priority for Animal Control services should be directed to the 

County’s community districts to promptly remove stray 
animals and keep routes safe for pedestrians and school 
children. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE C1.2  
Enhance overall community safety by placing more emphasis on 
preventative measures to reduce crime, including the incorporation of crime 
prevention features in the built environment of each community to increase 
overall safety of residents and visitors within these communities. 
 
HS Policy C1.2.1:  Encourage new development to integrate Crime Prevention 

Through Environmental Design (CPTED) strategies and 
applications to enhance crime prevention in the County’s 
Community Districts and serve as deterrents to crime. 

 
HS Policy C1.2.2:  Coordinate community planning efforts with the County 

Sheriff’s Department to build a sustainable positive law 
enforcement presence that results in safer living 
environments within community districts. 

 
HS Policy C1.2.3:  Support community policing, neighborhood watch, and other 

law enforcement efforts that engage community residents. 
 
HS Policy C1.2.4:  Support programs aimed at intervention with at risk youth as 

a preventative measure to reduce future crime potential. 
 
HS Policy C1.2.5:  Invest in community planning efforts that aim to reverse 

trends of community deterioration and blight which lead 
toward the decline of personal and property safety within the 
County’s community districts.   

 
HS GOAL C2  Support Countywide safety through adequate law 

enforcement, quality fire protection, emergency 
preparedness, and accessibility in times of emergency.  

 
HS OBJECTIVE C2.1  
Provide sufficient law enforcement presence within each community district 
and other unincorporated areas of the County to protect residents, 
businesses, and visitors from personal and property crimes. 
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HS Policy C2.1.1:  Develop community plans that explore community safety 
programs, such as implementation of a Citizens on Patrol 
program or Neighborhood Watch program. 

 
HS Policy C2.1.2:  Promote community safety by ensuring communities have 

sufficient sheriff coverage to provide 20 minute or faster 
response times to priority emergency calls. 

 
HS Policy C2.1.3:  Evaluate new development within community districts to 

determine the extent of impact upon the Sheriff’s Department 
ability to provide adequate patrols necessary to cover the 
additional population. 

 
HS Policy C2.1.4:  The Sheriff’s Department should encourage Deputies assigned 

to community districts to participate in the community’s 
functions and activities to build rapport with residents and 
reinforce a law enforcement presence. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE C2.2  
Provide quality fire protection services throughout the County by the Kings 
County Fire Department, and Fire safety preventative measures to prevent 
unnecessary exposure of people and property to fire hazards in both County 
Local Responsibility Areas and State Responsibility Area. 

 
HS Policy C2.2.1:  Community planning efforts should evaluate the projected 

need for Fire Department personnel and equipment and 
necessary funding support to maintain current levels of 
service as community growth occurs. 

 
HS Policy C2.2.2:  Development proposals and code revisions shall be referred 

to the County Fire Department for review and comment. 
 
HS Policy C2.2.3:  Use the 1997 Uniform Code for the abatement of Dangerous 

Buildings. All new structures to be occupied shall be built to 
current Fire Code Standards. 

 
HS Policy C2.2.4:  Review development proposals according to California 

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection “Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone Maps” to determine whether a site is located 
within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and subject to 
Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area Building Standards and 
defensible space requirements as adopted under Senate Bill 
1595 and effective January 1, 2009. 

 



Health and Safety Element  
 

 

 
Page HS - 50 

COUNTY OF KINGS 
2035 

GENERAL PLAN

  

 

HS Policy C2.2.5:  Forward for review and comment all proposed structures 
within the State Responsibility Area to the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection within all State 
Responsibility Areas. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE C2.3  
Emergency Operations Center remains prepared, organized and capable of 
responding to disasters or incidences of a significant nature or magnitude 
that require coordinated multi-agency response. 
 
HS Policy C2.3.1:  The Kings County Office of Emergency Management 

maintains and updates the County’s Emergency Response 
Plan in coordination with responding County agencies that 
serve to perform Management, Operations, Planning and 
Intelligence, Logistics, and Administration and Finance 
functions. 

 
HS Policy C2.3.2:  The Kings County Emergency Service Coordinator continues 

to organize Emergency Operations Center (EOC) training and 
exercises for relevant County Department staff to maintain 
readiness. 

 
HS Policy C2.3.3:  Geographic Information System (GIS) Section staff of the  

Kings County Community Development Agency participate in 
EOC training and maintain GIS data and applications for 
compatibility with EOC operations. 

 
HS OBJECTIVE C2.4  
Ensure maintenance and upkeep of key emergency access routes, and 
critical facilities and infrastructure to minimize delays or disruptions in 
emergency response. 
 
HS Policy C2.4.1:  Prioritize the maintenance of Primary Access Routes, as 

defined by the County’s Emergency Response Plan, which 
serve as established disaster evacuation routes. 

 
HS Policy C2.4.2:  Improve lighting and traffic controls at critical intersections 

and roadways to improve safety during fog events. 
 

HS Policy C2.4.3:  Assess vulnerability of critical infrastructure and lifeline 
utilities, including water distribution systems, to identify and 
prioritize projects for multi-hazard risk reduction. 
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HS GOAL C3  Ensure Naval Air Station Lemoore, public airports and 
special use heliports remain operationally effective and free 
from encroachment of incompatible land uses, while 
surrounding land use compatibility serves to protect people 
and property from unnecessary exposure and hazards 
related to aircraft.  

 
HS OBJECTIVE C3.1  
Maintain a restricted land use buffer around the Naval Air Station Lemoore 
to prevent encroachment of incompatible land uses, and engage in 
coordinated efforts to plan for long term operations and safety. 

 
HS Policy C3.1.1:  Reference the Naval Air Station Lemoore (NASL) Military 

Operational Area (MOA) and Air Installation Compatible Use 
Zones (AICUZ) in establishing land use policies within three 
miles of the base. 

 
HS Policy C3.1.2:  Apply the Exclusive Agriculture as the “Agriculture for Public 

Safety” land use designation where NASL aircraft operations 
cross over County unincorporated territory and potentially 
pose safety hazards to people and property, and prohibit the 
creation of any homesite on property less than 40 acres in 
size.  Exceptions to this policy shall include the creation of a 
farm home retention or transfer of title as established in Land 
Use Element Policy B4.3.1 and Policy B4.3.2. 

 
HS Policy C3.1.3:  Participate in a Joint Land Use Study with NASL to enhance 

coordinated land use efforts. 
 
HS OBJECTIVE C3.2  
Increase public safety by designating an “Airport Area of Influence” around 
public airports and implementing the policies of the “Kings County Airport 
Land Use Compatibility Plan.” 
 
HS Policy C3.2.1:  Integrate by reference the Kings County Airport Land Use 

Compatibility Plan, Compatibility Criteria, and associated 
maps and procedural policies. 

 
HS Policy C3.2.2:  Regulate properties adjacent to the Hanford Municipal 

Airport and Corcoran Airport according to the Primary 
Compatibility Criteria of the Health and Safety Element, and 
Kings County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan maps. 

 
HS Policy C3.2.3:  Work with the City of Hanford and the City of Corcoran to 

achieve consistent city and county land use policies for areas 
surrounding the Hanford and Corcoran Airports. 
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HS OBJECTIVE C3.3  
Maintain sufficient operational area clearance for the Kings County Fire 
Department Heliport that serves Kings County Fire Department Search and 
Rescue helicopter and contracted helicopter ambulance services which are 
critical to emergency response and safety of people within the region. 
 
HS Policy C3.3.1:  Critically review new development proposals within a quarter 

mile of the Kings County Fire Department heliport to ensure 
compatibility of structures and uses with the operation of 
helicopters at County Fire Station No. 4. 
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VI.  IMPLEMENTATION 
  
 
This section provides Health and Safety Element Implementation Programs.   
 
Health and Safety Program 1: 
 
Integrate Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) digital flood insurance rate maps and 
California Department of Water Resource special flood hazard maps into the County’s land use 
planning and development review processes.   
 
Health and Safety Program 2: 
 
Update the County’s Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance and continue processing applications 
within the flood zone pursuant to those requirements (Chapter 5A of the Kings County Code of 
Ordinances).   
 
Health and Safety Program 3: 
 
Conduct a Joint Land Use Study with the Lemoore Naval Air Station, City of Lemoore, and County of 
Fresno to develop recommended land use strategies to maintain base operations and local land use 
authority.  Integrate recommended General Plan policy changes were appropriate. 
 
Health and Safety Program 4: 
 
Implement Community Plans as a means to increase community health and safety of residents. 
 
 
 
 


