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CHAPTER  ~ 7 ~ 
 

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SAFETY 
  
 
 
The Home Garden Community is locally supported by County Fire Station No. 4 and a lightly manned 
Sheriff presence.  The County Fire Station is located two miles east of Home Garden. Other key 
emergency services are located in the adjacent City of Hanford.  These include the County Animal 
Control, Dispatch, Jails, Fire Department Headquarters, and County Emergency Operations Center.  
Other emergency services located in Hanford include the American Ambulance service, Sky Life 
helicopter ambulance, and community hospitals and clinics.  The community, however, lacks many of 
the basic facilities and services that constitute elements of a health community, such as a community 
park, full service grocery store, or self-service laundry facility. 
 
A. Law Enforcement 

 
HGCP GOAL 7A  Provide a safe and healthy small town community 

environment in which residents can peacefully live, work, 
and play. 

 Figure 7.1.  Sheriff Badge  
The Kings County Sheriff’s Department provides law enforcement services 
for Home Garden.  Home Garden is covered by Sheriff coverage that is 
bounded by Hanford Armona Road to the north, the County boundary line 
to the east (which runs along 1st Avenue, Idaho Avenue, and 4th Avenue), 
Lansing Avenue to the South and 13th Avenue to the West.  The 
aforementioned boundary does not contain any incorporated areas of the 
City of Hanford.  Assigned deputies patrol in alternating 12-hour shifts with 
at least one officer on duty at all times. Kings County Sheriff Deputies also 
serve as back up to other surrounding law enforcement agencies when 
requested through mutual aid. There is currently 24-hour coverage and at 
any given time as many as three to four Sheriff’s Patrol Units could be patrolling/responding to the 
Home Garden area. Additional staffing would enhance community safety and is essential to the long-
term success of revitalizing the central commercial business core and maintaining a safe community 
environment where residents live.   

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 7A.1  
Provide sufficient law enforcement to protect residents from personal and 
property crimes.  

 
HGCP Policy 7A.1.1:  Promote community safety by providing sufficient sheriff 

patrol coverage to provide 20 minute or faster response time 
to priority emergency calls. 

 
Sheriff units are assigned wide areas of coverage, which gives residents the impression that Sheriff 
Deputies are not readily available to the community.  By ensuring a consistent and reasonable 
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response time, residents are afforded more reassurance in the adequacy of their community’s law 
enforcement coverage. 
 
The Sheriff’s Department is interested in facilitating a Citizens' on Patrol Program within the Home 
Garden Community or throughout Beat District Four that includes Home Garden.  The program 
requires eight to 10 viable citizens to attend a six week Citizens’ Academy and volunteer their time for 
patrols on a regular basis.   The Citizens on Patrol Program adds additional eyes and ears to the 
Sheriff’s Department by providing increased surveillance for the residents of Home Garden. 
   

HGCP Policy 7A.1.2:  The Sheriff’s Department should encourage Deputies assigned 
to Home Garden to participate in the community’s functions, 
and actively promote safety by implementing community 
safety programs. 

 
A positive law enforcement presence in the community helps to build positive relations with at-risk 
youth, and acts to deter suspicious activity, including narcotics distribution and gang activity.  
Community policing is a philosophy in which law enforcement is seen as part of the community.  This 
type of policing helps to create a positive relationship and build trust between the community 
members and law enforcement.  When reconstituted, the Citizen’s on Patrol Program will also foster 
relationships between the community and the Sheriff’s Department.  
 
B. Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services  
 
The Home Garden Community is well supported by the centrally located County Fire Station No. 4 
located approximately two miles east of Home Garden at 7622 Houston Avenue.  Staffing at the 
station consists of four full time fire personnel, who alternate shifts enabling the station to have a 
minimum of one working staff at all times.  The station is equipped with a ladder truck (purchased 
2006) and two fire engines (purchased 1998, 1999). The Station also has an agreement with Hanford 
to provide and receive aid from the Hanford Fire Department (Station 2).  In total, approximately nine 
firefighters and 3 to 10 volunteer firefighters may be available on scene at a fire carrying about 6,800 
gallons of water on their vehicles.  
 

HGCP GOAL 7B  Continue to provide quality service for fire protection and 
emergency medical response in the community.   

 
The fire protection support service and its close proximity to the community is a valuable asset to the 
residents and businesses of Home Garden.  Timely response calls and a permanent presence in the 
community have served to reinforce the community’s opinion that they receive sufficient fire 
protection.  Fire protection service levels should continue to be supported to ensure similar service 
levels are maintained as the community continues to grow. 

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 7B.1  
Ensure sufficient infrastructure and water pressure is available and 
maintained to support continued fire protection service at current levels. 

 
HGCP Policy 7B.1.1:  Adequate water supply and water pressure shall be 

maintained throughout the Home Garden fire hydrant system. 
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The Home Garden CSD currently maintains 65 existing fire hydrants throughout the community.  
National Fire Protection Association Standards require all fire hydrants be capable of providing water 
at 1,000 gallons per minute (gpm) in order to supply adequate water pressure during fire fighting 
activities.  Hydrants within Home Garden currently provide water pressure ranging from 750 to 1,000 
gpm supplied by 8” mains which are looped.  The fire pressure is currently considered inadequate by 
the Kings County Fire Department and does not meet ISO standards for residential areas.  Any 
hydrant that does not meet a minimum flow of 1,000 gpm does not meet fire flows mandated by the 
California Fire Code Appendix B Section B105.1.  As new development occurs at greater distances 
from wells, water supply to hydrants shall maintain a minimum of 1,000 gpm.   
 
C. Pedestrian Safety 
 
Home Garden contains traditional circulation patterns constructed in a grid design that effectively 
provides a foundation for a compact and walkable community.  New Home Garden was constructed 
during the early 1960’s and contains sporadically installed sidewalks along a looped street pattern.  
Old Home Garden was primarily constructed during the 1940’s and 1950’s and was built with 
traditional rural road standards that did not include construction of sidewalks.  The community, 
however, contains a small population base located within a compact boundary resulting in short street 
segments and low traffic volumes.  These factors in conjunction with standard size rural neighborhood 
streets and large dirt or gravel shoulders allow sufficient space for pedestrian circulation.  
Nevertheless, this ease of mobility does not include infrastructure for pedestrian safety. 
   

HGCP GOAL 7C  Pedestrian and bicycle routes within the community 
provide safe, visible and well defined connective routes of 
passage for residents.     

 Figure 7.2.  10th Avenue Bike Lane 
Complete streets designed for all users including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit users, people with disabilities, and motorists are 
critical for the health and well being of Home Garden residents and 
will create a more walkable community.  Complete streets are 
essential for access by people who cannot drive.  Roads without safe 
access for non-motorized transportation represent a barrier for 
people who use wheelchairs, the older generations, and for children.       
 

HGCP OBJECTIVE 7C.1  
Provide complete streets within Home Garden providing well-maintained 
walkways, bike paths and roadways that encourage alternative modes of 
transportation.  
 
HGCP Policy 7C.1.1:  Intersections near community based services throughout the 

community should be identified and given priority for 
pedestrian/bicycle crossings. 

 
Approximately 90 percent of pedestrian fatalities occur while a pedestrian is crossing the street. 
Numerous public and non-profit facilities exist within the Home Garden Community and additional 
non-profit groups and other agencies may locate their facilities within Home Garden.  Many of these 
non-profit agencies serve elderly, children, and low-income groups who are typically more vulnerable 
when interfacing with street traffic. 
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HGCP Policy 7C.1.2:  Key pedestrian/bicycle routes to central community facilities 
should be identified to pursue grant or other funding for the 
construction of infill pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure 
improvements. 

 
The Home Garden Community primarily contains one rural arterial and several community local 
streets.  These roads are ideal for the incorporation of sidewalks or bicycle paths that are vital for the 
creation of walkable communities.  Currently sporadic sidewalks exist in the residential area west of 
10th Avenue, while older portions of Home Garden east of 10th Avenue only contain sidewalks along 
the Gardenside School Boundary.   
 Figure 7.3.  Existing Sidewalks/Bike Lane 
10th Avenue is the main arterial traveling 
through Home Garden and contains a 
posted speed limit of 50 mph.  “Bike 
Lane” signs are posted along 10th 
Avenue to warn motorists of potential 
bicycle activity, however, a dedicated 
and marked “Bike Lane” does not exist.  
Bicyclists and pedestrians utilize the 
gravel shoulder along 10th Avenue to 
separate themselves from vehicles.   
 
Prioritization of routes to goods and 
services should be emphasized to 
increase the positive impact upon the 
resident’s safety and accessibility to 
those areas.  The 10th Avenue and Home 
Avenue intersection and Shaw Place and 
Garden Drive intersection are two central hubs that connect to commercial and educational areas. 
 

HGCP Policy 7C.1.3:  Pedestrian and bicycle pathways shall be designed to remain 
visible to the public and provide access to emergency response 
personnel. 

 
Orchard Drive is a community local street that designates the northern boundary of the HGCSD and 
contains both “Bike Lane” signs and a designated bike lane marked with paint on the asphalt road 
surface.  The markings are confusing since the lines are the only markings on the road surface and 
may be confused for the lane boundary line.  It is recommended for all bicycle lanes to contain a 
painting of a bicycle on the dedicated bike lane surface along 10th Avenue and Orchard Street, at 
intervals of no less than 750 feet, to create a highly visible symbol for motorists. 
 

HGCP Policy 7C.1.4:  New streets should integrate minimum five foot wide 
sidewalks, planting strips, or bike lanes to create a separation 
buffer between pedestrians and automobile traffic in 
compliance with minimum County Improvement Standards. 

 
Portions of the community contain sidewalks, which leaves the community with incomplete streets.  
New streets resulting from new development shall provide sidewalks, on both sides of the street, and 
other roadway features to increase pedestrian safety. 
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HGCP Policy 7C.1.5:  Construction of barriers to the pedestrian circulation system 
shall be prevented. 

 
Walled off residential areas are not recommended within the community, and new development shall 
remain open for pedestrian connectivity.  In addition, the use of cul-de-sacs in new development  shall 
be discouraged since they tend to isolate streets and detract from community connectivity.  If cul-de-
sacs are used, pedestrian circulation shall connect to the end of the cul-de-sac to ensure pedestrian 
circulation remains uninterrupted. 
 

HGCP Policy 7C.1.6:  Maintenance and upkeep of Home Garden Community streets 
is prioritized to ensure clean and safe streets. 

 
Many community streets within the Home Garden Community lack curb, gutter, sidewalk and 
community drainage facilities.  Street sweeper maintenance is not existent and results in unclean and 
unsafe streets for community resident use.  Clean, safe and well maintained streets are of high priority 
to community residents.   
 
D. Built Environment Safety 
 
As Home Garden grows and develops, new residential and new commercial areas 
should incorporate crime prevention features into the built environment.  Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) is recommended to 
incorporate “the proper design and effective use of the built environment which 
may lead to a reduction in the fear and incidence of crime, and an improvement of the quality of life.” 
- National Crime Prevention Council. 
 

HGCP GOAL 7D  Build a safer community to encourage and maintain 
business interests and foster a safer overall community 
environment for residents and visitors.   

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 7D.1  
Increase community street lighting to enhance neighborhood and 
downtown community safety.  

  
HGCP Policy 7D.1.1:  New residential neighborhoods shall install street lighting to 

increase neighborhood illumination. 
 

Street lighting will enable residents to traverse Home Garden streets in the evening and at night with a 
heightened level of safety and comfort.  Currently, there is limited street lighting and inconsistent 
sidewalks in the residential areas of town, which discourages residents from walking at night.  
 

HGCP Policy 7D.1.2:  Street lighting shall be integrated into the mixed use and 
commercial areas along 10th Avenue, and along pedestrian 
streetscapes. 

 
Commercial and mixed use developments should incorporate street lighting into the streetscape to 
provide an enhanced sense of safety to the public while also serving as a deterrent to criminal 
elements.  Street lighting shall also carry over to all newly constructed residential areas of the 
community. 
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HGCP OBJECTIVE 7D.2  
Promote the application and strategies of Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) as a means of enhancing crime prevention 
in the community.  

  
HGCP Policy 7D.2.1:  New residential and commercial development shall 

incorporate where practical the following CPTED design 
strategies into their project. 

 
The Four Strategies of CPTED 
 

1. Natural Surveillance - A design concept directed primarily at keeping intruders easily 
observable. Promoted by features that maximize visibility of people, parking areas and building 
entrances: doors and windows that look out on to streets and parking areas; pedestrian-friendly 
sidewalks and streets; front porches; adequate nighttime lighting. 
 
2. Territorial Reinforcement - Physical design can create or extend a sphere of influence. 
Users then develop a sense of territorial control while potential offenders, perceiving this control, 
are discouraged. Promoted by features that define property lines and distinguish private spaces 
from public spaces using landscape plantings, pavement designs, gateway treatments, and 
"CPTED" fences. 
 
3. Natural Access Control - A design concept directed primarily at decreasing crime 
opportunity by denying access to crime targets and creating in offenders a perception of risk. 
Gained by designing streets, sidewalks, building entrances and neighborhood gateways to clearly 
indicate public routes and discouraging access to private areas with structural elements.  
 
4. Target Hardening - Accomplished by features that prohibit entry or access: window locks, 
dead bolts for doors, and interior door hinges.  
 

CPTED theories contend that law enforcement officers, architects, city/county planners, landscape 
and interior designers and resident volunteers can create a climate of safety in a community, right 
from the start. CPTED’s goal is to prevent crime through designing a physical environment that 
positively influences human behavior – people who use the area regularly perceive it as safe and 
would-be criminals see the area as a highly risky place to commit crime. 
 
Unfortunately, crime is evident in every day life. Discussions on the subject have traditionally focused 
much less on crime prevention than on arrest and punishment; measures that cannot be taken until 
after a crime has been committed. Only in the last 20 years have designers and architects begun to see 
the need to plan and build with more in mind than just the traditional threats of nature: fire, 
earthquakes, and hurricanes. They must now consider the threat of crime. 

 
Enter a new approach to crime prevention - Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design - or 
CPTED. Much more far-reaching than dead bolts on doors and locks on windows, CPTED crime 
prevention principles can be applied easily and inexpensively to building or remodeling, and have 
been implemented in communities across the nation. The results have been impressive; in some 
CPTED communities, criminal activity has decreased by as much as 40 percent. What is the secret to 
CPTED crime prevention? Design that eliminates or reduces criminal behavior and at the same time 
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encourages people to "keep an eye out" for each other. These are just a few of the ingredients that go 
into creating an effective CPTED crime prevention environment; that is, a safer more livable 
community.   Additional information on CPTED can be found at www.cpted-watch.com.  
 
E. Healthy Eating Opportunities  

                                                                                                                    
The County is responsible for protecting the public health, safety, and welfare of its residents, and has 
the ability to guide development of the built environment through implementation of land use plans, 
policies, and programs.  The built environment and land use decisions play an important role in 
shaping the pattern of community development and thereby promoting or discouraging physical 
activity and the availability of nutritious food choices.   
 
Home Garden’s population base is the main limiting factor that prevents the establishment of a 
successful full service grocery store.  Two mini-marts supply the community with basic foods 
commonly found in these types of facilities, which also necessitates residents to obtain their food 
items from grocery stores in Hanford and surrounding communities.    
 
In coordination with the County Public Health Department, community planning efforts are carrying 
forward an increased awareness of how the built environment affects the health and well being of 
residents.  Nationwide and locally, there is an increasing number of youth and adults that are 
experiencing health complications related to obesity and diabetes.  Efforts are being made to improve 
the health of community residents by making changes in the built environment to increase physical 
activity and the availability of health foods such as fresh fruits and vegetables within the community.   
 

HGCP GOAL 7E  Home Garden fosters a healthy living environment with 
increased access to healthy foods and physical activity 
within the community, which serve the daily needs of 
residents.   

 Figure 7.4.  FoodLink Distribution  
Staple food items are available for residents at 
two local mini-marts along 10th Avenue, both 
of which are within easy walking distance for 
the whole community.  Since fresh fruits and 
vegetables are not readily available to 
residents, however, the FoodLink program 
began collaborating with the Kings 
Partnership for Children in May 2008.  Once a 
month, the program provides free fresh fruits 
and vegetables to individuals and families 
giving away as much as 40 pounds of produce 
per household. It is estimated that the 
program services 200 families per month.   
 
The walkability and creation of access to parks and open space are largely addressed in other 
community plan chapters, and this section serves to reinforce the need for increased support for 
enhanced access to healthy eating options that also tie into Home Garden’s community identity. 
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HGCP OBJECTIVE 7E.1  
Encourage and facilitate the provision of healthy eating opportunities 
within the Downtown Mixed Use, Neighborhood Commercial, and Multiple 
Commercial areas within the community. 
 
HGCP Policy 7E.1.1:  Home Garden’s commercial areas shall allow eating 

establishments to be permitted through a Site Plan Review 
Permit when the business can demonstrate that it provides 
more progressive healthier food options. 

 
Future food facilities within Home Garden should demonstrate the ability to provide healthy food 
options for consumers and are encouraged to integrate locally grown produce into their menu items. 
 

HGCP Policy 7E.1.2:  Encourage restaurants that offer healthy eating choices within 
the Mixed Use and Commercial designated areas of the Home 
Garden Community. 

 
To help overcome Home Garden’s lack of healthy eating establishments, the Mixed Use and 
Commercial zoned areas of the community are encouraged to provide menus containing healthy 
eating choices for consumer consumption.   

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 7E.2  
Increase resident access to fresh fruits and vegetables within the 
community. 
 

Limited grocery and food supply stores exist within the community.  Residents have expressed a 
strong desire for basic service type businesses.  As most community residents must travel to Hanford 
and surrounding areas for groceries, opportunities to increase fresh produce accessibility to residents 
should be facilitated and encouraged.  

 
HGCP Policy 7E.2.1:  Allow temporary fresh fruits and vegetable markets to operate 

within Public Facility designated areas when coordinated with 
the County and local organizations. 

 
Farmers markets or other fresh produce markets should be allowed to temporarily establish 
themselves within the community as a regularly scheduled event.  This will increase the access of 
residents to fresh fruits and vegetables and improve the healthy eating opportunities available to the 
community.     

 
HGCP Policy 7E.2.2:  Allow residential areas to establish community gardens. 
 

Community gardens provide opportunities to increase the availability of fresh produce to local 
residents.  This type of community based effort should be allowed within the residential area of the 
community to place produce in areas of close proximity to residences. 
 

HGCP Policy 7E.2.3:  Encourage resident participation in Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) farms. 
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Access to locally grown fruits and vegetables can be obtained through programs such as CSA’s, which 
are comprised of individuals who pledge financial support to participating farm operations.  By 
pledging support, consumers share the risks and benefits of food production.  The collective pledges 
from participants cover the anticipated costs of the farm operation and the farmer’s salary.  In return, 
participants receive shares of the farms food bounty throughout the growing season.  CSA programs 
provide participants with high quality, farm ripened food products, at affordable cost.   
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CHAPTER  ~ 8 ~ 
 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
  
 
 
Home Garden like many other Cities and Communities throughout the San Joaquin Valley is 
experiencing struggles with how to effectively balance competing interests of urban growth, 
preservation of natural resources, and maintenance of essential municipal services.  Home Garden 
faces many of the same challenges that other valley communities are dealing with including outward 
growth pressure in agricultural land, predominant reliance upon automobile travel, and ever 
increasing water demand. These issues have brought forth an inherent realization that resources are 
limited within the valley and conservation and preservation plans must be considered to effectively 
plan for long-range community sustainability and accommodation of future growth.  
 
A. Agriculture 

 
Home Garden is predominantly surrounded by valued agricultural land, which primarily produces 
field crops.  Agricultural land to the east will continue to be maintained in production as it serves as 
undevelopable flight protection area for the Hanford Municipal Airport.  The City of Hanford has land 
use planned to the north, west and southwest of the community.  Only that territory lying southeast of 
10th Avenue and Houston Avenue is planned to remain in the County and devoted to agricultural uses.  
According to the Department of Conservation 2006 Important Farmland Map, Prime Farmland and 
Farmland of Statewide Importance surround the community however, it is unlikely that the Home 
Garden Community will expand outside of its existing Sphere of Influence. 
 

HGCP GOAL 8A  Protect prime agricultural land from untimely conversion 
and discourage disorderly urban growth. 

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 8A.1  
Preserve surrounding prime farmland not intended to accommodate 
planned urban growth, and allow agricultural practices to continue in the 
Northwest Growth Area of Home Garden until such time as development is 
ready to proceed. 
 
HGCP Policy 8A.1.1: Direct new community growth to existing infill lots and the 

Northwest Growth Area as defined in the Community Plan to 
prevent premature conversion of agricultural land in other 
prime agricultural areas. 

 
Approximately 49 infill lots are available within the existing Home Garden community, and an 
additional 28 acres available in the Northwest Growth Area.  The community is surrounded by Prime 
Farmland to the west and Farmland of Statewide Importance to the South and the East.  In directing 
new residential growth to infill lots and one planned growth area, the Community Plan seeks to reduce 
outward growth pressures upon surrounding agricultural land and prevent the premature conversion 
of agricultural land to urban uses.  
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HGCP Policy 8A.1.2:  Allow the continued agricultural farming practices on 
properties within the Northwest Growth Area portion of 
Home Garden until such time as development applications 
have been approved by the County.  

 
Farming practices should continue to be allowed within the Northwest Growth Area of the Community 
until development is likely to occur and convert the land to urban type uses.  According to the 
Department of Conservation Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, the Northwest Growth 
Area of Home Garden contains six acres of Prime Agricultural land and 22 acres of Farmland of 
Statewide Importance.   This will allow the continuance of agricultural production on land planned for 
urban growth while promoting beneficial use of the land as it awaits development and market demand 
for urban type uses.  Planned urban uses should not be a detriment to existing agricultural uses.  
 
B. Water Conservation 

 
Water supply availability and quality are significant areas of concern in Home Garden.  The well water 
provided to the Community by the Home Garden Community Services District currently does not 
meet Federal EPA Standards for arsenic.  However, a water treatment facility is in the process of being 
constructed and is anticipated to come online by October 2009.  As other areas throughout the State 
continue to face surface water shortages, added competition and pressure for more groundwater will 
likely occur.  As a result, this trend will likely place greater emphasis on increased groundwater 
recharge efforts and conservation measures to ensure the long term usefulness of this resource.   
 

HGCP GOAL 8B  Home Garden utilizes community water sources in an 
efficient manner that ensures long term sustainability of 
the community’s quality water supply. 

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 8B.1 
Home Garden emphasizes water conservation efforts throughout the 
community to maximize long term utilization of the community’s valuable 
water resources. 
 
HGCP Policy 8B.1.1:  Require all new development within the Home Garden 

Community Services District to install water meters. 
 

As Cities and Communities grow throughout the valley, more strain is likely to be placed on this finite 
resource and future requirements are likely to involve the use of water meters to tier usage charges 
and encourage conservation.  The HGCSD currently does not have a water conservation plan and 
water meter requirement in place.    
 

HGCP Policy 8B.1.2: Coordinate with the Home Garden Community Services 
District to explore options for integrating reclaimed water 
usage within new growth areas. 

 
New community growth areas present opportunities for the community to use reclaimed wastewater 
on green spaces such as lawns, planters, medians and other non potable uses for water throughout the   
community.  The possible integration of this secondary non-potable water line, however, is dependent 
upon the Home Garden Community Services District’s developing a secondary water service line.  
Typically, half of all residential water use is related to landscaping.  Any large scale development 
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project should consider the feasibility of implementing individual property water reclamation unit or 
developmentwide system for distributing reclaimed water for landscaping and other non potable uses.  
The District should also support exploration of integrating a secondary water service line since it will 
likely become more necessary to provide alternative water sources to the community as water 
availability becomes scarcer.  
 

HGCP Policy 8B.1.3 Require new residential and commercial development to 
integrate drought tolerant landscaping and water 
conservation fixtures with the structures to reduce the 
average per capita water use within the community. 

 
Average per capita consumption of water can effectively be reduced through various changes to the 
landscaping and household fixtures and appliances.  New growth should serve to enhance the 
conservation of the community’s water resources and reduce the potential for excess waste of water 
usage that ultimately hastens the need for costly system improvements.  New growth within Home 
Garden should therefore proactively promote the conservation of water usage in landscaping and 
household consumption.  However, new development can more easily integrate water saving 
technologies on a communitywide level versus retrofitting individual existing buildings and yards on a 
small scale.  Recommended water saving techniques include implementing: water conserving 
irrigation systems with rain override timers, head to head sprinkler coverage (where one sprinkler 
head throws water to an adjacent sprinkler head), and recommend builders implement efficient 
fixtures and appliances within commercial developments including dual flush toilets, waterless 
urinals, air cooled ice machines, and foot actuated faucets in high-use areas.   
 
C. Air Quality 

 
Air quality is recognized as a major concern throughout the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District (SJVAPCD) Region.  The County of Kings is located within this region with Home Garden 
located south of the City of Hanford which is the County’s largest City.  The community is impacted by 
highway vehicle traffic, agricultural practices and other emissions from major urban areas.  All of 
these factors contribute to the air quality emissions that affect local residents.  The Home Garden 
Community, as part of this air district region, should strive to contribute towards the improvement of 
air quality and emissions reduction efforts. 

 
HGCP GOAL 8C  New growth and development within Home Garden shall 

contribute toward the Countywide effort to reduce air 
quality impacts and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
HGCP OBJECTIVE 8C.1 
Community improvements and new development in Home Garden should 
minimize air emissions and impacts. 
 
HGCP Policy 8C.1.1:  The County shall work to improve the public’s understanding 

of the land use, transportation, and air quality link. 
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The Kings County Community Development Agency will assist in educating developers and the public 
on the benefits of pedestrian and transit friendly development and support participation in local 
programs that reduce vehicle trips and miles traveled.  Proposed developments within the community 
shall also be encouraged to integrate building features and appliances that are beneficial to reducing 
air quality impacts.   

 
HGCP Policy 8C.1.2:  Require all new residential and commercial developments to 

implement emissions reduction efforts that target mobile 
sources, stationary sources and construction related sources.  

 
Using the best practices in emissions reduction on new developments will ensure that new growth 
does not negatively detract from the air quality that Home Garden residents must live in.  Countywide 
integration of this approach will also lead towards regional reductions in green house gas emissions. 
 

HGCP Policy 8C.1.3:  The County shall work with the SJVAPCD to reduce 
particulate emissions from construction, grading, excavation, 
and demolition to the maximum extent feasible. 

 
The County shall inform developers of the requirements of the air district’s PM2.5 and PM10 regulations 
when they apply for a construction permit and will also require developers to coordinate fugitive dust 
enforcement actions with the SJVAPCD.  

 
HGCP Policy 8C.1.4:  The County will encourage the development of a park and ride 

lot at a suitable location within Home Garden to serve 
carpool, AITS Vanpool, and KART Commuter Vanpool users. 

 
The County should work with Caltrans and the County Public Works Department to identify a suitable 
site within the community for carpoolers from the community and surrounding area to leave their 
vehicles.  Funding for the park and ride lot should be considered through grant and other associated 
development impact funding sources. 
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Land Use
Very Low Density Residential (1 unit/ac)
Low Density Residential (1-2 units/ac)
Low Medium Density Residential (2-4 units/ac)
Medium Density Residential (4-7 units/ac)
Medium High Density Residential (7-11 units/ac)
High Density Residential (11-24 units/ac)
Very High Density Residential (24+ units/ac)

Reserve Low Meduim Density Residential
Reserve Medium Density
Reserve Medium High Density
Mixed Use
Downtown Mixed Use

" " "
" " "
" " " Reserve Mixed Use

Neighborhood Commerical
Rural Commerical
Multiple Commerical
Service Commerical
Transportation Commerical

Reserve Multiple Commerical
Light Industrial
Heavy Industrial
Limited Agriculture
General Agriculture 20 ac.
General Agriculture 40 ac.
Exclusive Agriculture
Open Space
Natural Resource Conservation
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