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Message from the Health Officer

CHDP Staff:

Dear Colleagues,
The county, and the region, are having an unprecedented outbreak of
congenital syphilis. According to a statement released by the California
Department of Public Health, from 2012 – 2014, primary and secondary
syphilis cases among females have more than doubled, from 116 to 284.
Congenital syphilis cases have more than tripled, from 29 to 92. To date,
these cases have been reported primarily from the Central Valley counties and
Los Angeles County.
The Kings County Health Department is working with local perinatal providers
in the attempt to prevent congenital syphilis. Despite our best efforts,
however, you may see an infant, or even a child, with congenital syphilis in your
offices. Unfortunately, Kings County is a high syphilis morbidity area, and you
need to consider syphilis in your differential diagnosis when treating infants
and children.
Identifying all cases at birth and ensuring appropriate
treatment and follow up is paramount.
Few clinicians now have experience with congenital syphilis. You can find a
quick review of clinical congenital syphilis at http://www.cdc.gov/std/tg2015/
congenital.htm. The disease affects multiple organ systems and can be hard
to master. Sensitive screening tests for congenital syphilis include RPR and
VDRL.
Situations where the test would be falsely positive, e.g. passive transfer of
maternal antibodies, can be worked out. A positive test should be reported
to the Health Department. We can then help to determine if the test is a
false positive, and will assist in monitoring and following up with positive cases.
If you should you have any questions or would like a consultation on a case,
please feel free to contact me at (559) 852-2876, or the Supervising Nurse
Practitioner, Lucy Thompson, at (559) 852-2619.
Sincerely,
Michael Mac Lean, M.D., M.S.
Kings County CHDP Program

 Tara Keeton, RN
County Health Nurse
 Marjorie Batin,
Senior PHN, CMS
 Patricia Oliver, PHN
Foster Care Nurse
 Maria Van Beek,
Child Health Counselor
 Melissa Kevorkian,
Office Assistant
 Terry Lopez,
Office Assistant

Inside this issue:
Immunity, Made
to Order by the
Breast

2

Free Vision Care
Clinic

2

National Health
Education Week

2

Thank You’s

2

SB 277

3

ICD-10

3

Vulnerable
Children & the
Flu

3

Halloween Safety Back Page



(559) 852-4527

Immunity, Made to Order by the Breast
Do parents make informed choices
about whether to breastfeed or
formula feed their offspring? Or
do they believe the two feeding
methods are “close to the same?”
Recent science articles have described how the lactating breast
receives messages from the infant
about his need to fight exposure to
various germs and viruses. It’s
about “backwash” occurring when
the baby suckles at the
breast. This backwash may actually
cause a mother's body to create
made-to-order immune
factors

that
are
delivered
back
to the baby in
her milk.

educate them, because there is no
multi-million advertising budget
promoting mothers’ own milk.

As we continue
to learn more
and more about
the
a m az i ng
properties
of
human breastmilk, it is important
that parents be informed about
medically significant ways that
breastmilk and formula are NOT
the same.

Sue Jacoby, IBCLC

and

Sponsor: Senator Andy Vidak, Contact: To find out if you qualify,
K i n g s C o m m u n i t y A c t i o n call Victoria Priggett at (559) 584Organization, and VSP.
5723 between 8 am – 5 pm.

Location: KCAO (Coe Park), 543 S.
Douty St., Hanford

For more information, call Senator
Vidak’s District Office at (559)
585-7161.

Description: FREE eye exams and
FREE eyeglasses will be provided.

For more information:
http://www.thestranger.com/features/
feature/2015/08/26/22755273/themore-i-learn-about-breast-milk-themore-amazed-i-am

National Health Education Week

What: VSP Mobile Eyes: A FREE P r e - q u a l i f i c a t i o n s
Vision Care Clinic
appointments are required.

Time: 9 am – 5 pm

Kings County WIC

Needless to say, it’s up to us to

Free Vision Care Clinic

When: November 17th, 2015

Breastfeeding Coordinator,

October 19-23, 2015 is National Health Education
Week (NHEW). The Society for Public Health
Education (SOPHE) recognizes health education
specialists everywhere for their contributions to
promoting and improving population health.
SOPHE will be hosting daily virtual events surrounding
different themes. Go to http://sophe.org/NHEW.cfm
for more information.
Don’t forget to tell your health educators you
appreciate them and the work they do!

Thank You’s!!
CHDP would like to extend a
THANK YOU to the Kings County
Managed Care Plans for their
excellent contributions to our Fall
2015 Hearing and Vision Screening
Workshops! Anthem Blue Cross
donated notepads, pens, and hand
sanitizers, and Cal-Viva donated
fresh coffee and bagels for our
participants. We greatly appreciate
your cooperation in helping us
provide the proper training to those
performing our hearing and vision
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screenings in our CHDP Provider
offices!

Again, THANK YOU!
Also, it’s time to get
your MA’s registered for our
Fall-2015 Kings County
Audiometric Workshop on
October 29, 2015 from 8:00
a.m.–12:00 p.m. For registration
information, contact Melissa
Kevorkian at (559) 852-4830.
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Personal Belief Exemptions (SB 277)
Starting January 1, 2016, “Parents or
guardians of students in any school or
child care facility, whether public or
private, will no longer be allowed to submit a personal beliefs exemption to a
currently-required vaccine.” Only a
properly executed medical exemption
(temporary or permanent) will be accepted.
“A parent or guardian must submit a
written statement from a licensed
physician (M.D. or D.O.) which states:
•That the physical condition or
medical circumstances of the
child are such that the
required immunization(s) is not
indicated.
•Which vaccines are being
exempted.

•Whether the medical

have immunizations.

exemption is permanent

Children behind on their required
immunizations may be admitted
conditionally, if they are not currently
due for any doses or have a temporary
medical exemption.

or temporary.
•The expiration date, if the
exemption is temporary.
Other practitioners besides a licensed
physician (M.D.s and D.O.s) MAY NOT
provide a medical exemption to a
required immunization. There is no
standardized form for medical exemptions. Personal Belief Exemptions filed
at a school or child care facility before
January 1, 2016 will remain valid until
the student enrolls in the next grade
span, typically at kindergarten or 7th
grade. Students attending a homebased private school or an independent
study program with no classroom-based
instruction will no longer be required to

See http://www.shotsforschool.org/
laws/conditional-admission/ for further
information.”
For this information and more regarding
PBE’s, go to:
http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/
sb277faq/

HIPAA: ICD-10
The International Classification of
Diseases, 10th Revision (ICD-10) is a
diagnosis and procedure coding
system replacing the ICD-9 coding
system. The ICD-10 Clinical Modification (CM) and Procedure Coding
System (PCS) codes will improve the
ability to govern reimbursement,
monitor a population’s health, track
trends in disease and treatment, and
optimize health care delivery.

DHCS will begin accepting ICD-10
codes for claims with dates of service
on and after October 1, 2015. This
transition will help DHCS to be in full
compliance with the CMS final rule.
This change will impact reimbursements, so it is important to prepare
for the upcoming changes. The Latest
News for ICD-10 is available on the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services website listed next.

https://www.cms .g ov/Me dic are /
Coding/ICD10/index.html
For ICD-10 FAQ’s and more, go to:
https://files.medi-cal.ca.gov/
pubsdoco/hipaa/ and click on ICD-10
from the column on the left.

“Children with Neurologic Conditions are Vulnerable” -- taken from CDC.gov
“CDC researchers found about half of
children with neurologic or
neurodevelopmental conditions are
vaccinated against the flu each year.
They also found that most parents look
to their child’s health provider for
information about vaccines, including
the flu shot. However, some
pediatricians do not recognize specific
conditions that put children at high risk
for flu illness.” (1)
“Children with neurologic conditions
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(e.g., disorders of the brain and spinal
cord, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, stroke,
intellectual disability, moderate to
severe developmental delay, muscular
dystrophy, and spinal cord injury) are
very vulnerable to developing severe
influenza, which can result in hospitalization or death.
The best way to prevent flu is to get a
flu vaccine every year. Flu vaccination
each year is recommended for everyone
6 months of age and older. It is

especially important for children with
neuro logic conditions to get vaccinated
since they are at a high risk of
experiencing complications if they
become ill from flu.” (2)
(1)

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmen
taldisabilities/features/keyfinding-fluvaccine-neurologic.html

(2) http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/neurolo
gic-pediatric.htm
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Kings County Department of Public Health
Child Health & Disability Prevention Program
330 Campus Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
Email: Tara.Keeton@co.kings.ca.us
Phone: (559) 852-4527

Halloween Safety

It’s that time of year again! Time for Trick-or-Treaters! As parents bring their children in your offices,
CHDP asks that you keep these quick tips in mind to remind them.

Scout out a Spot– Compile a list of safe places to trick-or-treat. (Churches, police stations, fire houses, community centers, etc.)

Be costume cognizant– Choose flame retardant materials that are visible at night. Avoid costumes that may impair a
child’s field of vision.

Create a candy plan– Plan ahead to inspect prior to eating, and get rid of anything unwrapped, homemade, or with a broken safety seal.

Use door-knock knowledge– Create a safe zone for neighborhood kids. Make sure the neighborhood is well-lit and free
of hazards.

Cleaning up post-ghouls- Remove face paint, glitter, and makeup from children’s faces and bodies to reduce the chance
of skin irritations and rashes.
http://www.nursewise.com/2014/10/15/celebrate-happy-healthy-halloween-five-safety-tips-nursewise/
For other Halloween safety tips, go to: http://www.cdc.gov/family/halloween/

